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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Blunkett loses asylum appeal 

Last month the Court of Appeal maintained that Home 
Secretary David Blunkett was wrong to deny food and 
shelter to late asylum applicants. The court rejected 
Blunkett’s attempt to overturn Mr Justice Collins’s 
conclusion, in six test cases, that new rules had resulted 
in breaches of the European Convention on Human 
Rights. 

In each case people who claimed refugee status were 
refused state assistance while their claims were being 
processed, because they had failed to apply for asylum at 
the point of entry, or as soon as was reasonably 
practicable. Government lawyers claimed that the 
decision had made the deliberately harsh new rules, 
introduced in January, “unworkable”. 

As even the government's own lawyers recognise that 
current asylum policy cannot work, Blunkett must start 
to face some facts. The more harsh pronouncements that 
the government makes, coupled with its inability to put a 
fair system into practice, the more grist he gives to the 
racists’ mill. He will never outflank the racist tabloid 
press. In a time of turmoil — a world of war — there will 
always be asylum seekers. 

Asylum seekers should not only have the right to 
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receive state assistance on arrival in Britain, they should 
also be given the right to work. As things stand they are 
not allowed to work until they have been in Britain for six 
months. If the government wants to reduce the amount 
of state assistance it gives people and increase the 
amount it receives in taxation, the answer is obvious. 
Let asylum seekers work. 


Mayday 

On 1 May the BNP hopes greatly to expand upon its five 
existing local councillors. The only thing that stands in its 
way is mass action by anti-fascists, distributing material 
that tells the truth about the BNP. Most voters don’t know 
what the BNP really stands for — there are few Britons 
who would willingly vote for a fascist party. So we have to 
tell them by refuting the BNP’s lies. 

Our task is clear, to get anti-fascist material out door- 
to-door in the places where the BNP is standing. In many 
localities Searchlight is helping with information and 
production of materials. We have also produced a 
national newspaper — a Searchlight special issue — that is 
already being distributed nationwide. Contact the 
Searchlight office if you want to join in local anti-fascist 
activities. 
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former wife. Robin Evans won a council by-election in 
he Mill Hill ward in Blackburn last November. 

He told voters that he was standing to give his family a 
future. Yet during his election campaign he was having a 
secret affair with a party worker. 

Evans, 38, has since walked out on his wife and 10-year- 
old son and set up home with the 21-year-old party activist. 

“His election campaign was all about family values,” 
Gwen Evans told Searchlight. “That was a load of rubbish.” 
Evans told voters that he wanted to “ensure a British future 
for his family in Blackburn”. But, according to his wife, the 
only future he was planning was to ditch her and her son. 

Even when she found out about the affair the BNP tried 
to silence her. “They told me that it was important that | 
kept my mouth shut and didn’t tell anyone. They wanted me 
to stand beside him because it was important to show a 
united family.” 

In one confrontation, Evans, a builder, warned his wife 
against going to the newspapers. “He said there would be 


Ae councillor has been branded a hypocrite by his 








Police have been called in to investigate Robin Evans’s business 
affairs after allegations that he illegally hired workers without 
paying national insurance. 

The issue came to light when several of these workers, some close 
family friends, were made redundant after his business dried up 
following his election victory. When they tried to claim benefit they 
were told they were ineligible because there was no evidence that 


they had been working. 

Evans failed to back up his friends and even denied he had ever 
employed them. 

During his election campaign Evans attacked those who “can 
morally justify giving a single penny to people who had not 
contributed anything to our society”. 
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repercussions if | did and the party would take steps to 
‘counter-act’ such moves. 

“It was a clear threat and | knew he meant it. But | don’t 
care any more. As far as | am concerned, the BNP has 
wrecked my marriage and deprived our son of a good 
father.” 

Her suspicions about her husband's affair grew during the 
election campaign but he always denied it. Then she found 
some text messages from Julie Russell. One read: “I want 
your teddy bear on my pillow again.” 

Evans moved out soon after the election and is now living 
with Russell, the daughter of BNP press officer Stuart 
Russell. Gwen is angry and resentful towards the BNP 
“The BNP has changed him. He was a family man and a 
great dad but he is different now. Most of his previous 
business was with Asians but this has all dried up and he 
doesn’t seem to care. He had some Asian friends before 
but now he wishes them dead.” 

Gwen first learnt about his decision to stand from her 
mother who had read it in the local paper. “I thought it was 
a joke,” she remembers. “He had only been in the party for 
a few months.” Her mother was horrified and she lost 
several close friends. But she stuck by her husband and the 
BNP offered to look after her. 

“They promised to get me protection. They talked about 
strengthened glass for my windows, a security and video 
system and a panic button linked to the local police station. 
The day after Robin won, a BNP member came round to my 
house and left a baseball bat for me!” 

Their relationship has soured further since he walked out. 
Gwen has been left to rebuild her life but she remains angry. 
“Robin has been brainwashed by these people. | don’t know 
what goes on at their meetings but it must be pretty evil. 
The quiet man | knew has now turned into a strutting little 
Hitler. | suppose | should feel sorry for him, but what he and 
the BNP have done to me and my son are unforgivable.” 


Leader of BNP 
council group 
resigns after 
making no 
contribution 


ONE OF BURNLEY’S three BNP councillors is to stand 
down at the next council elections. 

Terence Grogan, the far-right party's leader in the 
council chamber, said work commitments have forced 
him to give up his seat. 

Grogan told the Lancashire Evening Telegraph: “Tt is just 
impossible to make the meeting with the shift I work.” 

Burnley Council leader Stuart Caddy said his BNP 
counterpart would not be missed. “His decision to stand 
down does not surprise me. He has said that work 
commitments have forced his decision and I am not 
going to argue with that. It must come as a shock to the 
BNP that the leader of their council group is not going to 
stand for re-election. I think people find once they get 

inside the council it is harder than they imagine. But the 
BNP councillors have not contributed one bit during the 
past 12 months and they have found it difficult to pick 
up exactly how the council works. 

‘I can’t say that councillor Grogan will be missed. 
He didn't put any contribution in, so I can’t judge how he’s 
been as a councillor. All the promises they made before 
election and they did not turn up to the budget meetings. 
We are going to be spending millions in Burnley next year 
and they didn’t even bother to turn up.” 

Responding to the criticism, Grogan said: “Carole 
Hughes was working, I was working shifts and David 
Edwards was working away from home at the time of the 
budget meeting.” 

Hughes, currently the BNP councillor for Rosegrove 
with Lowerhouse ward, will now contest the Gannow seat. 

Edwards, the BNP’s third Burnley councillor, is not 
due to stand for re-election until 2004. 


see lower council taxes but its five councillors in 
Burnley, Halifax and Blackburn have refused to speak 
out against local tax rises. 

In Halifax and Burnley they even failed to attend the 
crucial budget meeting that sets council tax and 
spending for the next 12 months. In Burnley, all three 
BNP councillors were absent from the most important 
council meeting of the year. This was the second 
meeting in succession that the three had skipped. 

In Halifax, BNP councillor Adrian Marsden skipped the 
Featereqalevea cami y-toune) (clei tcle MiKo mrctuCcoe(elmolerament-betcte<clees Com itere| 
time to address a BNP rally in Leeds the previous 
evening. Over the previous few weeks Marsden had again 
failed the local people who voted for him when he 
refused to oppose the part-privatisation of local services. 

The BNP manifesto states that its councillors would 
oppose council tax rises above inflation. However, when 
its councillors refuse even to attend the budget 
meetings this policy is exposed as a sham. 

The non-attendance of the BNP is no surprise. A BNP 
councillor was sacked for the same offence. John 
Haycock was thrown off Bromyard parish council in 
2000 after failing to attend any meetings for six months. 

The public sector union, Unison, which represents 
most council workers, was appalled but not surprised by 
the non-attendance of the BNP councillors. “We always 
said that they had little interest in serving local people 
and we have been proved right,” Frank Hont, North West 
Regional Secretary, said. “The budget meeting is the 
FooLorfaniany ole) uccvavexey ae e(cmiccr-Ver-Uelees ce) anuetcusiNpemeoltreral icone 
not to attend is a scandal. This is the meeting that sets 
the council tax and level of services. The BNP’s claim to 
want a better life for local people, including lower 
council taxes, has been exposed as a hollow lie.” 
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by Gerry Gable 


ast month's jailing of a nazi thug led to an 
almost immediate reprisal against a teacher 
whose complaint to the police had resulted in 
the prosecution. The reason why the nazis 
could so easily exact their revenge by fire- 
bombing the teacher's car was that details of the victim 
appeared on the nazi Redwatch website. 

Leeds Crown Court heard how Tony White, 31, had 
deliberately set out to seduce schoolchildren politically 
with material that the judge, James Stewart QC, 
described as “filth” and just the type of hate material 
that had appeared between the Oldham and Bradford 
riots further inflaming the situation. 

White, a security guard, has bounced around various 
nazi groups since the mid-1990s, including the terrorist 
Combat 18 and the National Front. He has also dabbled 
in pornography and been a casual police informer. 

He had boarded a bus going to a school that he knew 
was experiencing racial problems. To attract attention 
he put up stickers proclaiming “Combat 18 Whites 
Only Area”. He then handed out his race hate material to 
the children. 

The children also spotted a weapon in the bag White 
was carrying. The police recovered the weapon when 
they searched his home. He was jailed for six months. 

The nazis fire-bombed the teacher's car parked 
outside his house while he, his partner and their five- 
year-old daughter slept inside. Details about the 
teacher, his family and their car were on a nazi website 
set up at the start of the new millennium under the 
title Redwatch. 

The website is a product of the sick mind of Simon 
Sheppard, a twice convicted hate criminal who lives 
outside Hull in Yorkshire. It started out by listing the 
names of a few anti-fascists in Yorkshire but over 
the past three years has grown to include hundreds of 
names, addresses and photographs of people whom 
hard-core nazis see as their enemies. 

A recent addition is a section headed “Noncewatch” 
(nonce is criminal slang for paedophile). For the thugs 
who run and sustain the site, this is a way of describing 
anyone who is gay and some who are not gay. But the 
nazis also know that such accusations can cause 
hysteria and result in attacks on people and their 
homes. ~ 

During the recent Halifax council by-election 
campaign, Mark Collett, the Hitler-loving former British 
National Party youth leader, shouted from the safety of 
a car on a number of occasions how he would have the 
details of trade unionists campaigning against the BNP 
put on Redwatch or Noncewatch. 

The site can be entered through Sheppard’s web 
address or via a link from various other nazi websites. 
In what presumably passes as nazi humour, you then 
have to move the cross hairs of a rifle sight over a picture 
of the head of Searchlight’s publisher, Gerry Gable, and 
click on it. 

The roots of the hate site lie in the arrival of Combat 
18 on the British political scene in March 1992. 
The Chief Constable of Nottinghamshire at the time 
described C18 in a World in Action television 
documentary as a terrorist group on the grounds that it 
targeted its perceived enemies, gathered intelligence on 
them, made threats to them and then acted upon those 
threats. 

In those days Redwatch was a tatty duplicated 
newsletter listing a few names of anti-fascists. A year on 







it had grown, as had the reign of terror against anybody 
it singled out. Its targets included anti-fascists, trade 
unionists, mixed race couples, people in the peace and 
anti-apartheid movements and interestingly enough a 
school teacher in Leeds, who worked at a multiracial 
nursery. Her name had been obtained when White and a 
gang of fellow nazis stole a contact address book from 
the offices of the local radical publication Leeds Other 
Paper. Threats were made to harm her and the under- 
fives who attended the nursery. 

As opposition and exposure of C18 grew, so did its 
lists, which even included police and Special Branch 
officers. Eventually the C18 magazine Stormer, which 
now published the lists, attracted the attention of the 
police. A number of key figures in C18 were convicted 
for possession and distribution of this violent hate 
material. 

C18 suffered a split which eventually led to the murder 
of a fellow nazi by Charlie Sargent, C18’s former leader. 
But even before that, its magazines had become 
infrequent and often omitted the hitlists. 

Sheppard, an oddball character who hates women 
and enjoys a weird interest in cannibalism, returned to 
Britain after being convicted in The Netherlands for 
producing hate material. After serving a prison sentence 
there he was deported to Britain and welcomed with 
open arms into the BNP. 

He was soon up to his old tricks again. So extreme 
was his hate material that the BNP dropped him like a 
hot potato just before he was jailed again on hate crime 
charges. 

On his release he threw himself totally into the job of 
turning C18’s hitlists into a website. He exploited the fact 
that the law in this area was weak and confused and 
that, as much as some police officers wished to shut 
down hate websites, they were constantly hampered 
either by non-cooperation of the web host companies, 
often based in other countries, or by lack of effort by the 
Home Office and Crown Prosecution Service to tackle 
this growing criminality head on. 

For example, Searchlight discovered that the internet 
service provider for Sheppard’s various enterprises is 
Stargate Inc, a US-based outfit. He registered with the 
company using a post office box number in Hull. 
However, according to the postal authorities, this box 
has been shut down, which means anyone who wants to 
seek legal redress against Sheppard has no way of 
contacting him. 

Some of the victims currently named and pictured on 
the Redwatch site are children in terms of the law. Surely 
police child protection teams should step in? For all the 
nazi attacks on “nonces’, perhaps the “nonces” are 
among the nazis, if they put children at risk in this way. 

Sheppard, operating under the aegis of the Heretical 
Press, has built up a dubious reputation for setting up 
hate websites for all sorts of people on the far right. 
He has attracted the attention of well known nazi thugs, 
such as Kevin Watmough, and helped Eddie Morrison 
create his latest new movement, the White Nationalist 
Party, which has depended almost entirely on its 
internet output to gather momentum over the last year. 

Others serviced by Sheppard include the nazi music 
umbrella group Blood and Honour, Combat 18, the 
Hitlerian November 9th Society, the National Front and 
the Spearhead site run by John Tyndall, the founder and 
former leader of the BNP. He also helped to create a 
website for those nazis, old and young, who still look up 
to the late and unlamented Sir Oswald Mosley. 

One of his achievements has been to convince Colin 


Jordan, Britain’s postwar nazi godfather, to abandon his 
fear of all things modern and allow him to place on the 
internet not only his current works and commentary on 
his present activities, but also years of hardcore hate 
material, so it can be viewed internationally. 

Sheppard’s internet activities have given him, a 
diehard hater of humanity, a free hand to try to terrorise 
those whom the far right has not got the guts to confront 
face to face. He also acts as mentor to many nutcases 
and nazi terrorists, fully-fledged or in the making, 
helping them to use their websites to make the most 
obvious violent threats. Their enemies are named, 
threats are uttered and descriptions abound of how 
to make and deliver home-made bombs and other 
lethal devices. 

Searchlight and other nazi-watchers constantly 
inform the authorities of the appearance of such 
material. Sometimes official intervention results in the 
removal of some of the most obvious threats from 
potential killers’ websites, only for them to reappear on 
another site. 

Several years ago the Home Office set up a working 
party on internet crime. A few years later another 
working party appeared with no knowledge of the first 
one’s existence. 

A few weeks ago Abdullah el-Faisal, a 39-year-old 
London-based Muslim cleric who preached sermons 
advocating the killing of Jews and others, was sent 
to prison for nine years. Searchlight’s reaction was to 
welcome the fact that a court took such death threats 
seriously. But why is it, in the wake of Sargent, the 
London bomber David Copeland and David Tovey who 
amassed terrorist equipment, the nazis appear to have 
such a free hand to do much the same thing? 

If there is any doubt about the threat that these nazi 
terrorists pose, one need only look at their own stark 
warning headed: “To the reds and their supporters in 
the media’. 

“REDWATCH will continue to survive no matter what. 
Comrades in the USA, Poland and Serbia to name but a 
few countries make copies of all of the REDWATCH 
pages and should the security services manage to close 
our British site REDWATCH will instantly reappear from 
one or all of those countries. REDWATCH is not a hitlist, 
it is a warning to the reds and their fellow travellers that 
whatever they know about us, we know a hell of a lot 
more about them ... and unlike them we have the guts 
and means to act on that information effectively!” 





White (below) 


Evil eye: one 
of the entries 
to nazi terror 
site (left) 


Jailed for hate 
crime: Tony 
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The monthly magazine of the White Nationalist Party 


by Gerry Gable 


of Records entry for the largest collection of far- 

right group memberships, launched his latest 
outfit just under a year ago. The small, but very nasty, 
openly nazi White Nationalist Party claims to defend the 
family and all things wholesome. 

The Leeds-based nazi has a chequered record on the 
far right. When leaders of the larger nazi parties got 
cheesed off with his empty boasting and bouts of 
drunkenness and drug abuse, they would expel him. 
He would then set up his own group, such as the 
National Action Party which he launched when he was 
living in London and working for Pickfords Travel 
Agency in the early 1980s. 

This lively little group specialised in pranks. One of 
these was a plan to invade the cricket pitch at the Oval 
during a Test Match. Unfortunately Morrison’s key 
confidant was Searchlight’s supermole, Ray Hill and on 
their arrival at the ground all their banners and leaflets 
were seized. 

The NAP’s final fling was a street gathering in west 
London. When the assembled NAP masses spotted a 
large group of men walking towards them, Morrison 
announced that these were the reinforcements. 
Unfortunately for him, they were Anti-Fascist Action 
supporters and Morrison's troops spent the rest of the 
day in the casualty unit of the local hospital. 

Morrison's on-off relationship with John Tyndall, the 
former boss of the Greater Britain Movement, National 
Front and the British National Party, appears to revolve 
around not only politics but some strange hold that 
Morrison has boasted he has over “Old Jackboots”. 

The new family-friendly White Nationalist Party has 

left even some of Morrison’s 
closest chums wondering 
about the change in a man 


an Morrison, who is heading for a Guinness Book 











lain’ who once used a mailing 
ie address at a house in 
7 Wakefield that was also 


used by a strange sex 

contact outfit. 

Some say that on his 
more sober days he could 
charm the birds out of the 
trees, but he fails completely 
in his judgement of those he 
embraces to his political 
bosom. 

The latest issues of his 
tatty duplicated news sheet, 
White Sentinel, and what 
passes for a monthly 
magazine, White Nationalist 
World, rave on about Tony 
White, the Yorkshire nazi 


FOR RACE AND NATION 


(See page 5) 


More white than 
bright in the WNP 





thug, being a victim of state repression. White was 
sentenced to six months in jail for distributing hate 
material to school children and illegal possession of 
a Weapon. 

One minute Morrison is saying White was the worst 
thing to join the WNP the next he is their martyr. In his 
time White, a member of various far-right and nazi 
groups, has been accused of being a pornographer and 
a police informant. His imprisonment could herald the 
imminent demise of Morrison’s party. 

Morrison has moved beyond the NF and BNP in 
terms of provocative nazi activities. His is closely 
supported by Kevin Watmough and Simon Sheppard, 
both of whom, like Morrison himself, have good 
computer skills. Together they have constructed a series 
of busy websites which make up for the tattiness of his 
publications and lack of members. Sheppard has been 
jailed twice for his hate activities, once in The 
Netherlands and again while in the BNP. Sheppard and 
Watmough are also the brains behind the nazi Redwatch 
website, which targets people for violent assault. 

The WNP lists 16 “contacts” around the country 
including an administration office and a newly formed 
women’s section. Its “divisions” and “units” are believed 
to consist of no more than one or two activists who can 
only be contacted via email addresses and mobile 
phone numbers. i 

Most of Morrison's followers are youngsters who think 
they are unlikely to get enough street action out of the 
NF and BNP and are looking for oldfashioned Hitler- 
worshipping meetings and publications. They have 
come to the right place. 

Morrison has put them onto the streets in places such 
as Pudsey and Wakefield in Yorkshire, where they have 
caused some distress to passers-by. The authorities 
usually see them off shortly after they show up. 

Morrison’s indoor meetings have attracted some 
interesting characters. They include John Wood, a long- 
time associate of Colin Jordan, from Sheffield; Peter 
Barker, well known for his interest in firearms; Russell 
Smith from Roberto Fiore’s International Third Position; 
Jackie Oakley, wife of the long-time Yorkshire nazi Jez 
Oakley; Ursula Rodgers from the West Midlands; and 
Tony Braithwaite, a former BNP activist from Yorkshire. 

In an effort to convince younger and more gullible 
recruits of his importance to the right-wing cause in 
postwar Britain, Morrison has been posting his 
autobiography on the WNP website. The years of drug 
and drink abuse have clearly taken their toll, leaving him 
unable to remember dates and the names of parties. 
Reading between the lines, it becomes clear why other 
nazi leaders could not wait to get rid of him. 

The picture of the stones at Stonehenge that graces in 
his most recent publication may say more about his 
condition than his politics. 





in brief 


Gateshead against the nazis 


Gateshead has responded to the British National Party’s 
threat to contest the local elections there with the 
successful launch of Gateshead Against the Nazis (GAN) on 
22 February. A meeting addressed by the regional secretary 
of the TUC brought together Labour and Liberal Democrat 
councillors, trade unionists, community activists and 
members of the Anti Nazi League. 

The BNP looks likely to stand candidates in six Gateshead 
wards in May, all of which have high levels of deprivation 
and unemployment. Last year, the fascists polled 11% in 
one of these wards in a postal ballot in which 50% of the 
electorate voted. 

In response to this threat to a long-standing multicultural 
community with a significant orthodox Jewish population, 
GAN is developing a broad-based organisation. A steering 
group meets every fortnight to coordinate leafleting in the 
six wards in the run-up to the elections, and to develop a 
more permanent structure after May which will allow us to 
respond more quickly to local fascist activity in the future. 

We are building relationships with community centres, 
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local churches, tenants’ groups and politicians, which we 
consider particularly important. Members of the steering 
group have specific ward-level responsibilities for trying to 
achieve these short and longer term objectives. 

GAN has made a start. Last year was a wake-up Call for 
a town which has had little racist activity in the past. 
The BNP propaganda on asylum seekers clearly has had a 
resonance in deprived areas of the borough which we need 
to confront and counter with the real local facts. The time 
to take these thugs on in Gateshead is NOW. 


Police investigate Right Now publisher 
Taki Theodoracopulos, publisher of the far-right 
magazine Right Now, may have fallen foul of race hate 
laws. Scotland Yard is to investigate the contents of one 
of his regular columns for The Spectator, after a leading 
black lawyer complained about its offensive content 

Under fire is Taki’s High Life column of 11 January. 
Under the headline “Thoughts on Thuggery” he wrote, 
“Oh boy, was Enoch [Powell] —- God rest his soul — ever 
right!”. 

Referring to the new year shootings of two black girls in 
Birmingham, he said, “Only a moron would not surmise 
that what politically correct newspapers refer to as 
‘disaffected young people’ are black thugs, sons of black 
thugs and grandsons of black thugs”. 
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Order your copies of our 12-page 
tabloid newspaper today. 





special issue contains: 
@ BNP councillors exposed 


@ Refugees myths and facts 
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Plus win a holiday for four in Spain 


Place your order today. 
Telephone 020 7681 8660 or email 


editors@searchlightmagazine.com for details. 
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Designed for mass distribution, the 


@ Ten reasons why the BNP is still a nazi party 


@ Rio Ferdinand speaks out against racism 





Kate Taylor reports on how right-wing extremists in Britain and the US are manipulating 
the situation in Iraq for their own gain. 


Landmines 
from the Gulf 
War of 1994 


ritain’s far right is almost wholly united in its 
opposition to war. Like many other political 
groupings, the fascists are incensed that Prime 
Minister Tony Blair appears to be ignoring 
public opinion. But it would be simplistic to 
see this as a convergence of left and right on foreign 
policy. The reasons for the BNP’s opposition to war 
are very different to those at the opposite end of the 
political spectrum. 

Humanitarian concerns do not underlie the BNP’s 
stance. Its position is both cynical and calculated. 
The party believes that war in Iraq is not in the British 
interest. But more significantly, disagreement with the 
war feeds its self-interest. 

To risk the lives of British servicemen in a pre-emptive 
strike against Saddam Hussein, the BNP says, simply 
because he might have weapons of mass destruction, 
“is cracking a nut with a sledge hammer and our 
government should know better”. 

Opposition to war allows the BNP to depict itself as a 
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credible voice of opposition to the Labour government. 
At a time when strong resistance to Blair's actions is 
more likely to come from within his own party than from 
the Shadow Cabinet, more marginal political forces will 
be quick to exploit the current malaise in parliament. 
The Tory Party has been unable to capitalise upon Blair's 
sinking popularity in the manner that one would expect 
from an opposition party. While the Liberal Democrats 
will undoubtedly mop up some of the anti-war vote in 
May, there are places in the country where they would 
not always stand a candidate, let alone take a place on 
the council. The BNP hopes to fill this vacuum. 

In true populist fashion, the BNP aims to be all things 
to all people. Its tough line against the war worried some 
supporters that the party was not being patriotic 
enough. This is why the BNP is now saying that, despite 
its vehement opposition to attacks, it is fully behind our 
troops. “There is no question that the lads (and ladies) 
being asked to make the ultimate sacrifice in the Army, 
Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and Royal Marines deserve 


and will likely get full backing from most Britons.” 
British soldiers, the BNP contends, are pawns in 
someone else’s game, enforcing “dictats of powerful 
lobbies in the USA’. This cynical move is aimed at 
appeasing both the anti-war camp and those who back 
military action. It is about accumulating as many votes 
as possible, nothing more, nothing less. 

Standing behind the British Army will reinforce the 
BNP’s assertion that it speaks for ordinary Britons, 
whose voice, it feels, is not being heard. Nick Griffin, the 
party leader, asserts that Blair, when he was elected in 
1997, told the “British people that he was humbled that 
they had put their trust in him, and promised to listen to 
what they had to say. Well,” says Griffin, “start listening 
Tony — and bring our troops home from the Gulf.” 

Griffin adds, “This is America’s quarrel, not a single 
drop of British blood should be shed ... If Saddam 
Hussein oppresses some of his own people and possibly 
threatens one or two of his neighbours, it is not Britain’s 
concern, but a matter for the countries of that region.” 

Problems closer to home are being neglected, 
according to the BNP: “We do have a problem with 
Islamic fundamentalism, but it is here in Britain, not 
several thousand miles away in the Middle East”. 
When war in the Gulf is declared, the BNP stresses, it is 
highly likely that the response will “manifest itself in 
some kind of terrorist attack against British and 
American citizens on the streets of our own respective 
countries. The war will not be confined to the precincts 
of Baghdad and Basra but will likely be brought home to 
London, Manchester and Birmingham.” 

While the party is eager to root out Islamic 
fundamentalism, it is also keen to stamp out what it 
believes to be the twin evil of Zionist power. The heart of 
its argument against the war is an argument against 
Israel: “America’s attack on Iraq is much more about oil 
and Israel than it is about their much-publicised war 
against terrorism’. 

The BNP needs to link Israel and Iraq because it is a 
publicly acceptable means of propagating its line that 
Jewish people hold excessive power in world affairs. 
Griffin crudely outlined his belief that Jews controlled 
the media in his booklet Who are the Mindbenders? 
Now, although the he has replaced the word ‘Jewish’ 
with ‘Zionist’, he is deploying the same arguments over 
the question of political influence. 

For those on the far right who oppose the war, Israel is 
a common thread. The minuscule and openly nazi 
British Movement has taken up this theme: “it is about 
American foreign policy ... the control of major oil fields 
and the seizure of huge Iraqi oil stocks, the politics of 
power as directed by ‘The New World Order’ which just 
happen to include the enforcement of Israeli regional 
strategies ... This is not our war.” 

The National Front chat forum includes postings to a 
website called No War for Israel. This website operates 
from the US and works in conjunction other anti-war 
groupings such as International Answer. Though much 
of its support comes from the left, various right-wing 
factions have been quick to jump upon its bandwagon. 

The European-American Unity and _ Rights 
Organisation (EURO) joined last month's International 
Answer rally against war on Iraq. EURO’s national 
president is David Duke, a former leader of the Ku Klux 
Klan. His latest article on the EURO website claims that 
Israel was responsible for the attacks of 11 September. 
Another EURO feature is entitled “Understanding Jewish 
Supremacism’. 

Similarly, links on the BNP website take you straight to 


the home of the far-right America First Party. It too 
opposes the agenda of the US government. President 
Bush, it says, is ignoring “the assault on our nation and 
people”. Visitors to the website are encouraged to sign a 
petition by “Patriotic Americans Against the War”, which 
laments the “total absence of any moral or 
Constitutional basis for such war at this time”. 

The voice of the far-right one-time presidential 
candidate, Pat Buchanan, also echoes these sentiments. 
The war, he believes, is a pointless exercise against a 
country that has never threatened or attacked the US. 
Buchanan feels that Iraq will easily be swept aside and 
Bush's doctrine validated in the eyes of “its evangelists”. 
Countries that do pose a real threat to US security, such 
as North Korea, are being appeased in Buchanan's view. 
He believes there are more sinister forces at play in the 
US decision to target Iraq. 

Buchanan, a former aide to Presidents Nixon and 
Reagan, posits his opposition to war on the basis of his 
views regarding Israel and Jews. He believes that a 
“neoconservative clique” is seeking to ensnare the US in 
a series of wars to destroy the stability of the nation: 
“We charge that a cabal of polemicists and public 
officials seek to ensnare our country in a series of wars 
that are not in America’s interests. We charge them with 
colluding with Israel to ignite those wars and destroy the 
Oslo Accords. We charge them with deliberately 
damaging US relations with every state in the Arab 
world that defies Israel ... They charge us with anti- 
Semitism ... The truth is, those hurling these charges 
harbour a passionate attachment to a nation not our 
own that causes them to subordinate the interests of 
their own country.” 

Sam Francis, a right-wing commentator who was 
sacked from The Washington Times for racism, can see 
no reason for war. Iraq, he contends, has not infringed 
upon US interests, and is no worse than other despotic 
regimes across the globe. Francis believes that the US 
will win against Iraq, but “we will not win the war ... 
The war is not against Iraq, and everyone knows 
that. The war will be with Islam and the Arabic world 
—all of it. We ... will be telling every Islamic state in the 
world that we disapprove of your form of government, 
your religious and social customs, and your foreign 
policy towards Israel, we are prepared to devastate you.” 
Like Buchanan, Francis believes that Israel and “its 
apologists” want war in order to destabilise world 
relations. 

Writing in The American Conservative, Taki 
Theodoracopulos, publisher of the racist British 
magazine Right Now, also lends his voice to the debate. 
“Tam very much against the war for the obvious reasons. 
Establishing a new world order of supranational 
government is Hitlerian in concept and will need to be 
Stalinist in execution. America is a republic, not an 
empire, as Pat Buchanan never ceases to remind us ... 
for those of us who love America ... it’s unbearable to see 
her turned into a villain because of the Bush 
administration's Middle East policies.” 

The prospect of war has evoked passionate responses 
from citizens across the globe. Far-right cynicism is 
exploiting uncertainty and fear. When parties such as 
the BNP oppose war, their intention is not to preserve 
life or prevent human rights abuses. Instead their stance 
is all about political gain. The far right, both here and 
abroad, hopes to capitalise upon the suffering and 
misery of war in order to further its own cause. Activists 
from all camps need to beware of those who are 
jumping upon their bandwagon. 
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Key officer walks 
out of troubled BNP 


by Nick Lowles 


shows little signs of abating as its Northwest regional 
organiser resigns and its former leader, John Tyndall, 
rallies forces against the current leadership in London. 

Last month Searchlight reported on the unease within the 
BNP at a report in the party paper, The Voice of Freedom, 
that Charlie Bickerstaffe, its local election candidate in 
Barrow, was proud of his African son-in-law and his mixed- 
race grandchildren. More galling for many in the party was 
the way the leadership was promoting his family ties to 
show the party was no longer racist. 

A few members resigned but many more have become 
increasingly anxious about the direction in which Nick 
Griffin is leading the party. The concern spreads well 
beyond the usual suspects to many traditional Griffin 
loyalists. They include the party’s vice chairman, Scott 
McLean, and the Northeast region, which tore out the 
offending pages of last month’s party newspaper. 

An unrepentant Griffin recognised the considerable 
disquiet within his ranks but believes the political benefits 
far outweigh the objections of the few. 

A more damaging blow to his election plans has been the 
resignation of the party's Northwest regional organiser, 
Chris Jackson. Jackson quit early last month after his 
position was undermined by Tony Lecomber, the party’s 
group development organiser. 

An acrimonious Blackburn BNP meeting, on 26 February, 
left Jackson fuming at Robin Evans, the party’s local 
organiser and councillor. He was incensed that Evans had 
issued a press release announcing his intention to 
challenge the local MP Jack Straw, at the next general 
election, without any discussion beforehand. Jackson only 
learnt of Evans’s plans through the local press. 

Blackburn BNP has been in turmoil for months. The party 
has failed to capitalise on its council victory and the 
defection of Mark Cotterill to the National Front has further 
undermined local activity and confidence. 

Evans has assumed control of the local branch but is 
widely disliked. Jackson has long doubted his ability and 
the local football hooligans, who are the mainstay of the 
branch, view Evans as a “geek”. 

Many local activists, already smarting from the Voice of 
Freedom article, were further irritated by Evans’s decision to 
distribute the party's anti-NF leaflet in the town. Jackson 
knew this would be counter-productive and sure enough 
Cotterill retaliated with an internet statement that the NF 
would challenge Evans’s own ward next year. Evans was a 
clear liability. 

Within days of the Blackburn meeting Jackson hastily 
arranged a meeting of northwest organisers and announced 
his decision to remove Evans as local organiser. He was 
supported by Burnley BNP among others. 

Evans refused to go quietly and immediately appealed to 
Lecomber, who has never had much time for Jackson. 
Lecomber overrode Jackson's decision and reinstated Evans. 

Totally undermined, and increasingly frustrated with the 
party’s new direction, Jackson quit. 

He has been replaced by Martin Wingfield, who is unlikely 
to win much support in the Northwest. As editor of Voice of 
Freedom, he has been roundly attacked for his role in the 


T: fractious infighting in the British National Party 
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Bickerstaffe affair. He is also disliked by the Burnley branch, 
whose campaign he ran last year. 

It is also doubtful whether he will find many friends in the 
Oldham BNP branch, which contains many of the very 
people that Wingfield would wish out of the party. 

A further problem for the party has been the reprimand 
issued to the Bumley organiser, Steve Smith, by John 
Brayshaw, the BNP’s treasurer. Many local organisers have 
resented the party order to hand over their branch funds, 
especially as some have then found the money is not 
available when needed. Smith apparently decided to keep 
control of one local donation by putting it into his own 
account, fearing he would never see it again. The party claims 
its policy is in accordance with new guidelines on election 
funding, but it can only add to the growing alienation of the 
Burnley branch towards the national organisation. 


Tyndall applauded 

Recognising the disquiet within the party, Tyndall rallied his 
supporters at a meeting in Newham, east London on 
2 March. It was ostensibly billed as the launch of the party’s 
election campaign for the 2004 London Assembly but the 
choice of speakers represented an act of defiance against 
the party leadership. 

Alongside Tyndall, who has been largely ostracised by the 
Griffin leadership, were Richard Edmonds and the London 
organiser Chris Roberts. 

Over 100 London activists attended the meeting arranged 
by the BNP East London organiser, Dave Hill. Mike Easter, 
the Kent businessman whom Lecomber replaced as Kent 
organiser last year, was there together with many old 
hardline BNP activists such as Bob Gertner, Barry Roberts, 
Mike Davidson and Joe Gould from Peterborough. 

Despite the best efforts of Chris Roberts to keep to the 
set agenda, Tyndall and others openly attacked the 
leadership. Tyndall's exceptionally robust and bitter speech 
never mentioned anyone by name, referring only to “our 
chairman” and “our leadership”. His words were 
punctuated by bursts of applause, especially when he 
directly criticised the party leadership. 

Tyndall explained how for three and a half years he had 
held his own counsel on what was happening to the BNP 
but could do so no longer. Holding up a copy of The Voice 
of Freedom, he forcibly pointed out that he had been 
imprisoned and beaten up but it was a mere tickle 
compared to Mike Davidson who lost an eye in an East End 
street battle. But he had not put up with these things to 
see a “Mr Singh” writing articles in the party newspaper. 
The strength of support for Tyndall’s barnstorming speech 
surprised even some old hands. 

Relations between the London region and the national party 
have sunk to an all-time low, with Lecomber the target of most 
of the hostility. Over recent months Roberts has petitioned 
London organisers to publicly speak out against Lecomber, 
with only Colin Smith, the Bexley organiser, defending him. 

Towards the end of the meeting, as the question and 
answer session was degenerating into an anti-leadership 
onslaught, Hill leaped onto the stage and demanded a vote 
against Lecomber. Roberts intervened to prevent it. 

Tyndall’s publication, Spearhead, was openly and 
provocatively being sold by John Morse, who once shared a 
prison cell with Tyndall, in total contravention of an edict 
issued by Griffin late last year which threatened disciplinary 
action against any party member who sold the magazine. 

As Searchlight said last month, the results of May’s local 
elections will determine whether the dissenting voices in 
the BNP will grow louder. Further success will isolate the 
critics but if the party fails to win several more seats 
the doubters are likely to gain confidence. 





by Maureen Foster 


ritish National Party members are bringing 
legal actions against trade unions that have 
expelled them, following a call by Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, for supporters to pursue 
litigation to defend what he claims is his 
respectable reputation”. Left-wing unions are 





party's “ 
especially being targeted by the BNP in a classic attempt 
to divide one union from another. 


But in reality the BNP is urging members to infiltrate 
trade unions precisely in order to win large damages 
when they are expelled. The January 2003 issue of the 
party’s members’ bulletin urges members to join trade 
unions but to hide their political beliefs. It says, “This is 
important. If you are not a member ofa... union, then 
join. Those who are members of unions should abide 
by normal workplace rules. Don’t take your politics 
into the workplace and avoid fractious political 
arguments.” The article cites cases of four BNP 
members who were sacked from unions because of 
their party membership and urges them to fight for big 
compensation payouts. 

The BNP also advocates letting other union members 
know they are in the BNP and to “delight in getting 
chucked out of the union”. In its view they “haven't got 
long to get on that particular gravy train’. The BNP 
believes that once unions realise they are going to be 
pursued for compensation they will stop criticising the 
BNP and expelling BNP members. This would clear the 
way for fascists to move unimpeded into the unions. 

The train drivers’ union ASLEF took a principled stand 
last year, when it expelled Jay Lee, a BNP candidate in 
the 2002 local elections. Lee is now pursuing legal action 
against ASLEF over his expulsion as well as a number of 
libel actions over articles in the union’s publication, 
The Loco Journal, in October 2002. 
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It is clear that the BNP is targeting individual trade 
unionists who speak out, in addition to the unions 
themselves, in its rush for compensation. But in 
response to the usual bullying and intimidatory tactics 
of the BNP an ASLEF spokesperson said, “the libel case 
is not worth a light — we not at all intimidated by it’. 

We reproduce below part of one of the letters to Andy 
Reed of ASLEF in which Mr Lee's solicitors raise and 
contest the issue of BNP infiltration of the union. 

Trade unions are left with a legacy of anti-union laws, 
which have not been repealed, from the union-bashing 
Thatcher era. Basically Tory legislation during this 
period stressed the rights of individual trade union 
members over those of the collective. Some of the 
Thatcher's government’s legislation to stop unions 
expelling scabs is now being used to prevent them from 
expelling fascists. Fascists should have no place in trade 
unions and there is an urgent need to change the law to 
ensure that unions can legally expel, or deny 
membership to, members of far-right fascist and racist 
organisations such as the BNP. 

Last year’s TUC Congress came out unequivocally 
with the message that it would stand shoulder to 
shoulder with unions who expel fascists. The motion, 
passed unanimously, declared: “Congress deplores the 
politics of the BNP and all racist and fascist 
organisations which are incompatible with the 
principles of the trade union movement ... Congress 
commits to support affiliates who deny membership to, 
or expel from membership, members of the BNP or 
other fascist organisations ...” 

It is now time for the TUC and all its affiliated trade 
unions to stand firm and united if everything that is 
best in trade union principles is not to be undermined. 
Trade unions must be able legally to expel and deny 


National Front 


membership to fascists and the TUC and affiliated trade unionists 


unions need urgently to push to make this happen. 


in the 1970s 
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No standards 


THE STANDARDS BOARD for England exists to monitor 
the behaviour of local councillors and investigate any 
complaints made against them. But in Burnley it has 
shown untoward willingness to do the bidding of the 
handful of British National Party councillors elected 
last May. 

Last month Searchlight praised two Labour 
councillors, Paul Moore and Alice Thornber, for their 
brave stand in setting aside a hypocritical BNP wreath 
laid on a memorial in Burnley’s Peace Park at a 
ceremony in remembrance of the victims of Hitler's 
Holocaust. 

The pair have been subjected to hate calls and other 
abuse from local racists and the nazi BNP, which 
complained to the police that the councillors had stolen 
the flowers. Searchlight obtained a legal opinion, later 
accepted by the investigating officers, that no crime had 
been committed. 

Cllr Moore then received a letter dated 28 February 
2003 from the Standards Board saying that the Board 
had decided to investigate an allegation that he had 
removed the wreath. The complaint was made by the 
less than useful BNP councillor Terence Grogan who 
now seems likely to stand down in the May elections. 

A second letter dated 4 March informed Cllr Moore 
that he was investigating a complaint by Cllr David 
Edwards that he had committed an act of theft by 
removing the flowers. This was after Cllr Edwards, 
another Burnley BNP councillor, had been made aware 
of the police view. 

If this esteemed body wishes to investigate anybody, 
surely it should be Cllr Edwards for his frivolous complaint 
and his disgusting behaviour in laying the wreath in the 
first place. Readers might like to offer support to Cllrs 
Moore and Thornber via Burnley Town Hall and email 
Alex Wood (alex.wood@standardsboard.co.uk) to ask him 
what the Standards Board is playing at. 


Return of the football hoolie 


On 10 April voters in the Barkingside ward in the London 
Borough of Redbridge go to the polls in a council by- 
election. Among at least seven candidates for the 
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from the sewers 


multiracial and multifaith ward, which has a 
large Jewish population, is Julian Leppert, a 
postal worker from Woodford. a BNP candidate, 
Julian for the British National Party 36 year 
old Julian Leppert from Woodford ,who works as 
a postal worker. 

Leppert, 36, is standing for the BNP which he is 
believed to have joined only recently. The formal 
announcement of his candidacy came in a tatty 
press release issued by the BNP’s Redbridge 
branch organiser, Jason Douglas, who will be 
Leppert’s election agent. Douglas stood in last 
May’s council elections on a law and order ticket 
and many voters were intrigued to hear that he 
has been in trouble at football matches going 
back at least ten years. He still attends matches 
regularly alongside other convicted BNP thugs. 

Outraged Barkingside residents have 
contacted Searchlight to complain about the BNP 
hate sheet The Voice of Freedom being pushed 
through their doors. Particularly angered were a 
number of Jewish ex-servicemen and women who 
live in the ward and approached a member of the 
Searchlight team at a recent military passing-out parade 
at which they were being honoured. They know, as we do, 
that short of a miracle performed by the devil, the BNP 
cannot take this seat but is standing as a provocation to 
all those who live in harmony in the area. 

Among the voters in the ward are the residents of a 
new Jewish care home. It stands on the site of the old 
Beehive Lane synagogue, which the paramilitary hit 
squads of Colin Jordan, Britain’s nazi godfather, bombed 
in the mid 1960s. 

Searchlight hopes that all the major political parties 
and non-fascist candidates will join us in mounting local 
opposition to this insult. Perhaps Leppert might just 
change his spots. 


The truth at last 


The BNP has told its members that it is OK to lie to 
the public. The statement came as a response to the 
escalating row within the BNP over a feature in the party 
newspaper, The Voice of Freedom, in which a BNP 
council candidate said he was proud of his African son- 
in-law and mixed-race grandchildren. 

The letter from the BNP’s administration office 
confirms that, “we oppose race-mixing and the 
implication to the contrary ... was unintended and 
accidental”. Explaining that “taking a stance against 
every single aspect of the multi-culti ‘Project’” would be 
“political suicide” the writer argues that, “The way to get 
the power we need to halt and reverse this programme 
of cultural and ethnic genocide is to turn the language 
and tactics of our opponents against them ... Such 
subtle Judo tactics are a hundred more times effective 
than a suicidal frontal assault trying to explain inherited 
racial differences to people who have been convinced 
that such ideas are an unacceptable mixture of heresy 
and blasphemy.” 

Praising the way that The Voice of Freedom used “a 
family tragedy” to “weaken the ‘racist’ stumbling block 
which remains the biggest political obstacle that we 
have to overcome’, the letter concludes, “Do understand 
that making political capital out of something doesn't 
mean that we necessarily approve of it. We're here to win 
votes and power, not to indulge ourselves in our own 
version of politically correct dogma.” 

Nice of the BNP to make that clear. 


What the press won’t tell you... 


ls Britain being flooded 
by asylum seekers’? 





By Dave Renton 


asylum. The Daily Star says “Refugees get flats with 

jacuzzi, sunbeds and ... a sauna”. High crime figures, 
poor housing, infectious diseases, unemployment, drugs, 
prostitution, all get blamed on asylum seekers. The Daily 
Mail accuses refugees of bringing terrorism to Britain. 
The Express calls asylum “the final disaster”. The Sun 
thinks, “Beggars are building mansions with our handouts”. 
“Britain”, it tells us “has had enough”. The papers say that 
Britain is crumbling, and that asylum seekers are the 
people to blame. 

It would be easier to believe the tabloids, if they hadn’t 
lied so often before. The Daily Mail is still owned by the 
same family that backed fascism in the 1930s. ‘Hurrah for 
the Blackshirts’ was their headline then. Every generation of 
people that has arrived in Britain has had to face tabloid 
smears. First it was the Jews, then the Blacks and now 
asylum seekers. And it hasn’t just been migrants who have 
been targeted. After the police lost control of the turnstiles 
at Hillsborough, the Sun said that Liverpool fans urinated on 
the bodies of the dead. Why trust the papers now? 

All sorts of numbers are thrown about, hints and guesses 
masquerading as facts. The way the papers report it, many 
people would think that refugees make up at least ten per 
cent of the population, when the real figure is less than one 
fifth of one per cent. A recent MORI poll asked people to 
estimate how many of the world’s refugees come to Britain. 
The average guess was 23 per cent. Britain actually takes 
just two per cent of the total. In absolute terms, we take 
fewer refugees than Germany, fewer even than Iran and 
Pakistan. The population of Guinea is seven million. It is one 
of the poorest countries in the world. Despite that, they 
have taken 420,000 refugees from nearby countries. As a 
percentage of the country’s population, that is 50 times 
more than Britain. 

It is also wrong to pretend that asylum seekers never 
stay in France, or anywhere else in Europe, other than the 
UK. In fact there are nine European countries that take 
more refugees as a share of their population. Austria 
is more welcoming to them, Norway takes more, and so 
do Switzerland, Belgium, Ireland, Sweden, Denmark, and 
The Netherlands, even Luxembourg. Most asylum seekers 
don’t choose the country in which they end up, they just 
look for wherever it is safe. 

Each year, the government produces a report, Contro! of 
Immigration: Statistics. These are the most accurate figures 
we've got, and they are published on the internet, where 
anyone can read them. According to the latest figures, in 
2002, 111,000 people applied for asylum (including 
families). Roughly ten per cent were granted asylum 
immediately. Another 40 per cent were given a temporary 
right to remain, or took their case to appeal, and won there. 

What happened to the people who lost their case at every 
stage? Some were deported. Others were told they had no 


FE: day brings another story in the press about 


chance and so left of their own accord. Some appealed, and 
then lost. By the end of December 2002, there were about 
50,000 asylum seekers living in England. This must be a 
huge number. It certainly sounds a lot, until it’s broken down 
by area and we can see where they’ve gone. Eight million 
people live in Greater London. What’s the problem with 
having 20,000 asylum seekers living there? There are 2.5 
million people living in Northeast England. In December 
2001, the region contained just 4,800 refugees. There were 
845 asylum seekers in Wales. Is Wales so crowded, that 
800 people can’t fit in? There were just 1,015 in the 
Southwest. Why is anyone making such a fuss? 

Refugees are people who’ve fled their own country 
because they're being persecuted. The government doesn’t 
like to call them that. They prefer the term “asylum seekers”, 
because it makes it sound more like these people shouldn't 
have a right to stay. In April 2000 alone, the Prime Minister, 
the Foreign Secretary and the Home Secretary all described 
asylum seekers as “bogus” in Parliament. Every speech in 
Parliament makes people more afraid. 

Why do we take asylum seekers? Because in the 1930s, 
when Hitler was tearing up the world and thousands of 
people tried to flee, we didn’t let them come. Millions were 
killed. In the 1940s, countries all over the world promised 
not to make the same mistakes again. In 1951, the United 
Nations passed a special Convention Relating to Refugees. 
Over 130 countries have since signed up to it. The people 
who are most anti-refugee are the same ones who said 
Adolf Hitler never killed people, or not six million anyway. 
They were lying then and they're lying now. 

The people who own the British press are the biggest 
hypocrites of all. It is estimated that Rupert Murdoch, who 
owns the Sun and Sky, pays-as little as 5.7% tax on his 
whole vast press empire. If all the Murdoch companies just 
paid the same rate of taxes as everyone else in Britain, that 
money alone would more than cover the costs of the whole 
asylum system. Britain’s other press barons are no more 
virtuous than Murdoch, their companies are just smaller. 

These papers are looking to make a crisis out of asylum. 
They're not interested in refugees. They’re not interested 
even in white working-class people. The only thing that 
matters to them are their own profits. People like Murdoch 
want the Tories back in. In the meantime, asylum is a nice 
way for them to warn the government: leave our profits in 
place or we'll get really nasty. 

If you don’t believe me, why not look up the facts for 
yourself? 


Further reading on the web 

@ Control of Immigration Statistics — 
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/ 
@ Murdoch’s tax scams — 


http://www.abc.net.au/rn/talks/bbing/stories/s10609.htm 
@ Questions on asylum — 
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/infocentre/faqs 
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No negotiation 


with fascists 


says union leader 


Billy Hayes 
(left) 
































































































































Maureen Foster interviews 
CWU general secretary Billy Hayes 


to reflect the composition of its membership at the 

workplace and at local level. Opposition to racism 
and fascism is firmly embedded in its rulebook, which 
states that the union will actively oppose any 
organisation, political or otherwise, whose aims are 
racist or fascist. Billy Hayes is unequivocal: “the key 
thing for those of us opposing racism and fascism is that 
fascists are not people with whom we negotiate. We have 
to be opposed — full stop.” 

He stresses that the ground gained by the BNP here 
can be measured alongside the growth of fascism on a 
European scale together with its development in parts 
of the USA. It is no accident, he says, that in this age of 
insecurity such organisations are gaining ground. 
He maintains that international experience, in 
particular in France and Germany, shows that where left 
parties have been seen to fail and where the left, that is 
the hard left, is divided, the far right can advance. 

Billy believes that the growth of the BNP is a mortal 
threat to the welfare of our society and the future of the 
trade unions, and that an active response is the only way 
to answer the threat. 

The CWU is actively involved in the Coalitions Against 
Racism in Burnley and Oldham and union branches are 
taking part in activity. For example they funded 100,000 
leaflets distributed by the Coalitions to commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January. Billy says, “We 
are considering further actions to support these 
campaigns which are rooted in local communities. 
I believe that an alliance between the black community 
and the labour movement is at the heart of a successful 
strategy to deal with the new fascists.” 

The CWU has a perennial problem over members in 
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the postal service having to deliver fascist election 
material. Billy is clear: “Our branches know that they will 
receive my support where members refuse to deliver the 
vile material. But it should not be a matter for local 
organisation or individual conscience. The CWU wants 
to see the fascists banned from elections and their 
material rendered illegal.” 

The CWU believes that fascist growth is a result of 
government failure. Working people who feel 
abandoned politically and economically and become 
disaffected must have their problems addressed. 
Billy stresses that “economic policy is the key factor in all 
of this. Revitalisation of so called ‘sink’ estates and areas 
by government intervention and government activity 
can make a huge difference.” 

The refusal to spend public money on regeneration 
allows the BNP to feed off the resentment arising from 
unemployment, housing shortages, NHS waiting lists, etc. 

Equally he considers that, “the uncivilised treatment 
of asylum seekers has conceded huge areas of 
political debate to racist arguments. The suggestion 
of withdrawing from international conventions is 
particularly shameful.” He argues that the only reason 
that the newspapers are so aggressive on this is that they 
can see the government buckle. 

The CWU has raised the issue of campaigning against 
the BNP on the TUC General Council and believes that 
there is a readiness to campaign seriously. Billy says he 
also wants “to believe that the whole of the Labour Party 
is also prepared for a strong campaign. But it is worrying 
when excuses are offered rather than initiatives. It’s an 
unacceptable excuse to say that campaigning against 
the BNP gives them publicity. Getting the rats in the light 
is the only way to drive them underground again.” 

He continues: “It’s also an unacceptable excuse to say 
that we must address the concerns raised by the BNP 
rather than confronting the fascists. The fascists are not 
interested in poverty, the crisis of housing, pensioner 
welfare, etc. They use social problems to promote 
violent bigotry, not legitimate political debate.” 

The CWU thinks we are seeing a retreat from 
confronting institutional racism in Britain and that the 
Home Secretary was explicit in turning away from 
the Stephen Lawrence report recently. Billy stresses 
that the black community will not accept such retreats, 
nor must the labour movement do so. He asserts, “We 
need a radical anti-racist strategy to keep the rats out”. 

He is clear also that, “We need an active and united 
labour movement to oppose and defeat racism and 
fascism. The lessons of history are that the labour 
movement and all progressives can defeat fascism but 
unity is the key. We ignore this at our peril.” 

The CWU has a proud record on anti-racism and Billy 
declares that his union will work with Searchlight and all 
organisations opposing racism and fascism to defeat 
this menace. He points out “the CWU is affiliated to 
Searchlight and also works with the National Assembly 
against Racism, the Anti Nazi League and is active 
through members in the Labour Party”. 

Billy is full of praise for Searchlight. He says he has read 
Searchlight since the 1970s and thinks it is a fantastic 
publication. He recalls that when the CWU had reps in 
Liverpool who were National Front members in the 
1970s, Searchlight was a valuable source of information 
on National Front activities. He reiterates: “Searchlight 
has been a beacon for the anti fascist movement in 
Britain. I urge everyone to affiliate to Searchlight. I also 
urge all activists to make anti-BNP work part of their 
diary in the run-up to the May elections.” 


UNITE TO STOP THE BNP 


Time to make a stand and act 


Unity and solidarity are the root and branch of the trade 
union movement so it follows that trade unionists are 
rallying to the cause and are centrally involved in the fight 
against the British National Party. The trade union 
movement is determined to expose the lies and divide-and- 
rule tactics of the BNP through activity and joint work with 
local communities. 

In the past few months there has been a massive 
increase in affiliations and support for Trade Union Friends 
of Searchlight (TUFS) and growing demand for our TUFS 
NEWS, so much so, we had to double the print run. In the 
space of two weeks 10,000 copies of TUFS NEWS were 
distributed to trade unionists and anti-racist and anti- 
fascist conferences and events, including hundreds of 
copies to a Northeast Labour Party conference and the 
Women’s TUC Conference. Trade unionists have also 
worked to distribute hundreds of thousands of copies of 
local anti-fascist bulletins in towns and cities up and down 
the country. 

The following national unions are now affiliated to TUFS: 
UNISON, BECTU, ANSA, T&G, UNIFI, PCS, CWU, NATFHE, 
BFAWU, ACCORD, FBU, CYWU, AMICUS-MSF, GMB, 
NASUWT, ASLEF, NUT, PFA, NUM, USDAW, RMT and the 
GPMU. These unions represent over five million workers 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
= Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


& Special rates on training and educational materials. 
& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 


opposed to the BNP and fascism and racism — black and 
white, women and men. 

Trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the 
anti-fascist movement. From the 1930s struggle against 
Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts, to the 1970s struggle 
against the National Front, to the fight against the BNP 
now, trade unionists have been at the forefront. The lesson 
is that if we are united we will defeat the BNP 

Experience in the 2002 elections showed that where the 
BNP was actively opposed in communities its vote went 
down. Around 200 BNP candidates are expected to stand 
in the 2003 local elections. It is vitally important to build, 
extend and develop trade union involvement in united 
grassroots campaigns to work to defeat them. 

Trade unionists know that in the face of fascism, doing 
nothing is not an option. NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT and get 
involved in active anti-fascist work at the grassroots. 
Together we can drive the BNP from workplaces and 
communities. 


&6éSearchlight has done an enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in the forefront of 
facing the challenge? 


Brendan Barber general secretary TUC 





Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 

regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Contact name 












































Position Position 
Address Address 
Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; | 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile | 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 1 
Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com s www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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Ghetto fighter 
is captured 


The Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising of April 1943 


This month marks the 60th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. It is the 
most symbolic and well-known act of anti-fascist resistance ever to take place. 
The Ghetto fighters have entered the annals of Jewish martyrdom, but the 
lesson of their courage is universally inspiring and timeless. By Steve Silver. 


The formation of the Ghetto 

The Warsaw Ghetto was created in November 1940, a year 
after the Nazi invasion of Poland. Housed within its walls 
were the city’s Jews, who comprised nearly 30 per cent of 
Warsaw’s population. As Jews from smaller towns were 
rounded up by the “Einsatzgruppen’” and forced into the 
Ghetto, its numbers swelled to nearly half a million 
people. Conditions inside the Ghetto were horrendous. 
After 18 months of incarceration some 63,000 Jews had 
died due to the hunger, disease, overcrowding and cold. 

The Ghetto was internally controlled by the Judenrat — 
Jewish Council — which was set up by the Nazis to carry 
out their instructions. The Judenrat included people 
who tried to help Jews who were suffering from the 
harsh Ghetto conditions, but also had members who 
would attempt to save their own skin by any means, with 
little regard for their community. 

A Jewish police force, which was notoriously brutal, 
was used by the Judenrat to enforce Ghetto “law” 
internally. Antisemitic Polish “Blue” police guarded the 
Ghetto. There was also an independent police force that 
served to gather intelligence for the Gestapo, though 
this was later absorbed into the main force. The Judenrat 
came to be regarded with contempt by the populace, as 
the conditions in the Ghetto worsened, and was 
nicknamed the Judenverat (Jewish betrayal). 

During November 1941 news reached _ the 
underground in Warsaw of mass killings of Jews 
following the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 
summer that year. Communal leaders also heard reports 
of an extermination camp at Chelmno, where Jews were 
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being gassed to death. However, finding the information 
almost unbelievable and not wanting to destroy morale, 
they left the Ghetto inhabitants uninformed. 


From Anti-Fascist Bloc to fighting organisation 

An Anti-Fascist Bloc was created in the spring of 1942 as 
the existence of death camps and the slaughter of 
thousands of Jews at isolated locations was confirmed. 
Consisting of left-wing Zionists and communists, the 
organisation had no arms, but set up combat units and 
distributed propaganda. The Anti-Fascist Bloc issued 
appeals calling on the population to reject the 
collaboration and compromises of the Judenrat. 
However, most Jews continued to listen to the passive 
advice of the Judenrat. The efforts of the Anti-Fascist 
Bloc were initially either ignored or rejected. 

Attitudes towards resistance changed dramatically in 
the summer of 1942, when, through the Judenrat, the 
Nazis decreed: “All Jewish persons living in Warsaw, 
regardless of age and sex, will be resettled in the East ...”. 
Hundreds of thousands of Jews were deported to the 
Treblinka extermination camp that summer. 

In July 1942, at the initiative of the Zionist youth 
groups, a meeting was held which formed the Zydowska 
Organizacja Bojowa (ZOB - Jewish Combat 
Organisation). The ZOB’s political wing consisted of the 
various Zionist organisations and the communists. 
In October the Bund (Jewish Socialist Party), Poland’s 
largest Jewish organisation, joined as well. Only the 
extreme Jewish nationalists did not participate; instead 
they decided to fight separately as the Irgun Zvai Leumi 





(Jewish Military Union). 

Within a few weeks the ZOB had drawn up by-laws, 
describing the purpose of the organisation as being the 
defence of the Ghetto against further deportations and 
collaborators. 

The first action to be carried out by ZOB stamped its 
authority on the Ghetto when it executed Jacob Lejkin, 
chief of the despised Jewish police, on 29 October. 
A number of other assaults were also carried out on the 
most notorious of the Ghetto’s inhabitants, securing 
enthusiasm for the underground organisation. 

During the winter of 1942/3 underground bunkers 
and secret hiding holes were constructed throughout 
the Ghetto, while ZOB attempted the difficult task of 
securing weapons. Some were obtained from the black 
market and from German and Italian deserters, but at a 
high price. A small quantity of arms was acquired from 
the Polish resistance (Home Army), which operated 
under the instructions of the Polish government in exile, 
based in London. Supply from the Home Army was 
limited because of a combination of antisemitism and 
fear that the weapons might be used in the future on the 
Soviet side in the event of a war between Poland and 
the Soviet Union. More arms were delivered once ZOB 
had proven itself as effective, but in total they only ever 
made up 10% of the ZOB arsenal. 


Fighting back — defending the Ghetto 

German troops surrounded the Ghetto on 18 January 
1943 in an attempt to deport the last of Warsaw’s Jews. 
Even though they were taken by surprise, five ZOB 
units engaged the troops and killed or wounded 
some 50 Germans, seizing weapons in the mélée. 
ZOB casualties were high, but after three days the 
deportations were halted. 

The Ghetto became a honeycomb of underground 
passages and hiding places, with the ZOB in control. 
The ZOB levied taxes on those who still had money, 
maintained a “prison” for Gestapo agents and non- 
taxpayers and carried out raids on banks to secure 
money for arms. After the losses in January the ZOB was 
divided into 22 units of ten combatants, organised by 
political party. The Zionist youth made up 11 units, the 
Bund and the communists controlled a further four 
units each and other Zionist groups had three units. 

There was still an acute shortage of arms. Mordechai 
Anielewicz, the young left-wing Zionist and ZOB 
commander, wrote: 

“If we could only get the weapons and ammunition we 
need, the battle for the Ghetto would cost the enemy an 
ocean of blood. But even so, we shall prove the power of 
our faith and the confidence in our strength.” 

In February 1943 five Gestapo agents were shot, and 
the ZOB issued a warning to others that unless they quit, 
they too would share the same fate. In the same month 
the Germans tried to evacuate factory workers in the 
Ghetto, encouraging “voluntary resettlement”. ZOB 
propaganda was so successful in encouraging people 
not to turn out for “evacuation” that the Germans asked 
the Judenrat chairman to intervene. He replied: “I have 
no power in the Ghetto. Another authority rules here.” 


The Ghetto revolts 

On the eve of Passover — the Jewish festival of liberation 
~ the Ghetto uprising began. It was 6.00am on 19 April 
1943 when 2,000 men, including Waffen SS, Wehrmacht, 
Latvian, Lithuanian and Ukrainian fascists, supported 
by units of the Polish “Blue” police, advanced on the 
Ghetto, the area of which was now less than 1,000 by 


3,000 metres. Under the orders of Heinrich Himmler, the 
fascist forces were to carry out the final liquidation of 
the Ghetto. 

With the civilian population underground in prepared 
bunkers, the 22 ZOB combat units took their positions. 
Some were in the central Ghetto area and others in the 
factories. As the fighting proceeded they were joined by 
the Irgun and other unaffiliated units. 

ZOB units attacked the fascists — who were led by SS Lt 
General Jurgen Stroop — with guns and homemade 
petrol bombs. Stroop had expected little resistance 
from those he had described previously as “this Jewish 
trash and subhumanity” who are “cowards by nature”. 
His report for the day was to tell a different story: 

“Hardly had the operations begun then we ran into 
concentrated small arms and machine-gun fire from the 
Jews and bandits. Our tanks and two armoured cars 
were pelted with Molotov cocktails. Owing to the enemy 
counter-attack we had to withdraw ... Our losses in the 
first attack: 12 men. By 5.00pm the troops withdrew 
having lost in fact some 200 dead and wounded.” 

The next day, 20 April, Waffen SS reinforcements 
entered the Ghetto and were bombarded with grenades 
and explosives. In one incident alone an electric mine 
killed some 100 Germans. They responded with tanks 
and field artillery and began setting fire to Ghetto 
buildings. ZOB replied by burning down the warehouses 
of the agency in charge of expropriated Jewish property. 
Despite the fire and smoke, which began to envelop the 
Ghetto, morale was high. On one roof the Jewish blue 
and white banner flew alongside the red and white 
Polish flag. On another roof a banner stated, “We shall 
fight to the last”. 

Flamethrowers were brought in on 22 April, to force out 
the tens of thousands of Jews still hidden underground. 
The Ghetto became engulfed in flames and thousands of 
Jews were burned alive. Stroop reported: 

“They jumped from burning windows and balconies, 
abusing Germany and the Fiihrer ... over and over again, 
we observed that the Jews and bandits preferred to 
return to the flames rather than be caught by us.” 

The Ghetto held out into May. Zivia Lubetkin, one of 
the few ZOB survivors of the epic battle, recalled. 

“We sat in the dark, scores of Jewish fighters, still 
carrying our weapons, surrounded by thousands of 
eager and expectant Jews. Was it not May Day? ... How 
grave the responsibility we felt as the last desperate 
Hebrew warriors! We could not hold out against the 
Germans’ consuming fire for long without water or food 
or weapons.” 

It was a battle that the Jews could never have won, no 
matter how heroic the resistance. The ZOB headquarters 
was surrounded on 8 May, after three weeks of combat. 
Over 100 fighters were inside. The Germans blocked the 
entrances and sent gas into the bunker. The fighters 
decided to kill themselves rather than be taken alive. 
ZOB Commander Anielewicz was among them. During 
the revolt he wrote: 

“Tt is now clear to me that what took place exceeded all 
expectations ... The last wish of my life has been fulfilled. 
Jewish self-defence has become a fact. Jewish resistance 
and revenge have become actualities. I am happy to have 
been one of the first Jewish fighters in the Ghetto.” 

Two days after the end of the battle, 75 ZOB survivors 
crawled through Warsaw’s sewers. The escaped with the 
help of comrades in the resistance on the outside of the 
Ghetto. Of Warsaw’s 350,000 Jews, few were to survive 
the war. Of Poland’s 3.3 million Jews, only 50-70,000 
were to remain alive. 
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ulticultural anti-racist music can be an 
extremely powerful weapon in the fight to 
defeat the British National Party, which offers 
young people little but division, violence hatred 
and despair. Following in the footsteps of Rock 
Against Racism, which successfully opposed the National 
Front in the 1970s, “Love Music Hate Racism” has attracted 
a huge response since its formation last summer in the wake 
of the election of three BNP councillors in Burnley. 

Two years ago the Anti Nazi League called for the trade 
union movement and all anti-racist organisations to organise 
a major demonstration and music event in the Northwest of 
England in response to the electoral threat of the BNP. 

There had been precedents. The huge TUC-organised anti- 
BNP march through East London in 1993 played a major 
part in ousting the BNP’s only councillor at the time, Derek 
Beackon, from the Isle of Dogs and in chasing fascists out 
of the area altogether. In the late 1970s, the Rock Against 
Racism (RAR) movement showed the power of music in 
uniting people, isolating the Nazis, and giving many the 
confidence to get involved in actively fighting racism. 

The ANL initiated a carnival which was to take place in 
Burnley on 1 September 2001, and an Oldham “Respect” 
carnival was planned for October 2001. Both were refused 
local council permission: decisions that helped make it difficult 
to prevent the BNP’s electoral success in Burnley in 2002. 

Following a successful first gig under the Love Music Hate 
Racism banner in Burnley in June 2002 featuring 
Chumbawamba, Burnley Borough Council again refused 
permission for an LMHR carnival last September. There was 
a crying need for a major anti-racist event in the Northwest 
and so the ANL applied successfully to move the planned 
carnival to Manchester. 

The first LMHR carnival was a fantastic success. 
Ms Dynamite and Doves headlined a wonderfully diverse 
showcase of the best in UK music. On a gorgeous and rare 
sunny Manchester day, rock, rap, indie, bhangra, garage, 
and jungle were enjoyed by a 30,000-strong, totally 
peaceful mixed crowd of black and white, young and old. 

The great response to the carnival from people across the 
Northwest and beyond, accompanied by glowing articles in 
the local press, showed the potential for a mass anti-racist 
music movement. All the performers were bowled over by 
the event and all had worked militantly anti-racist lyrics or 
speeches into their sets. LMHR was launched nationally 
with events in London and Manchester at the start of 
December 2002. 

The multiracial music culture that RAR helped create is 
now massive and mainstream. At the same time as racism 
iS growing in many countries, divisions between musical 
genres are breaking down and cross-fertilisation of cultures 
continues apace. This naturally horrifies nazis, but is 
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something that anti-racists should be looking to celebrate 
and push forward. From the wonderfully mixed dance/rave 
scene to the resurgence of angry, often political and 
independent-minded rock music, there is immense energy 
and creativity in a culture that on the whole is instinctively 
and overwhelmingly anti-racist. What a contrast to the 
risibly vile goons who play and listen to the “white 
nationalist rock” music of Blood and Honour. 

There have been major anti-racist events in the UK since 
the days of RAR, such as the huge Brixton “Rage Against 
Racism” carnival of 1994, which featured Manic Street 
Preachers and Rage Against the Machine. That remarkable 
event, 180,000-strong, became essentially a joyous victory 
parade, following the defeat of the last flush of BNP 
success in London. Other, smaller-scale music events in the 
East End at the time were also important in helping sustain 
an anti-racist atmosphere and activism in the area which 
ultimately suffocated the BNP 

Today in the UK, we face a nazi movement with growing 
electoral support which for the moment is following the 
time-honoured fascist strategy of donning suits and 
courting respectability, egged on by the vicious witch- 
hunting of refugees and Muslims by large sections of the 
media and government. Racist stereotyped comments 
linking black music, “Yardies”, drugs and so on are also rife. 

A nationwide, grassroots anti-racist movement around 
music has an important role to play in uniting communities 
and fighting the fascists. Since the Manchester carnival, 
there have been around 20 LMHR events. Some have been 
organised directly by LMHR (concentrated in areas such as 
Burnley and Blackburn), many have been initiated by local 
anti-racist musicians and music-fans themselves, who have 
then contacted the campaign for advice, literature, artist 
contacts and so on. LMHR hopes to inspire scores more 
such events, big and small, across the country in the 
coming months. (The astonishing figure of around 200 RAR 
gigs during 1978 is one to aim for!) There have also been 
many LMRR stalls at gigs and clubs which have helped get 
more people involved and raised the profile of the campaign 
in the music scene. 

While anti-racist music events are important and laudable 
in themselves, it is important to emphasise the part LMHR 
can play in fighting racism and nazism more generally. 
Particularly at events in areas where the nazis are active, 
LMRR stalls have been thronged with people new to, or 
returning to, anti-racist politics who want to get more 
involved in stopping the nazis. Through music, a whole new 
layer of anti-racist activists are emerging. A gig or clubnight 
in a town one month can result in dozens more people out 
leafleting or demonstrating against the BNP the next. 

LMHR can also help influence wider issues around racism 
and expose racist individuals and practices within the music 


industry. The campaign received wide publicity from press 
releases attacking racist comments by Dannii Minogue and 
the Pop Idol-manufactured Girls Aloud singer, Cheryl Tweedy. 
Just as well known anti-racist performers can help the anti- 
racist cause, so the current nasty atmosphere around race 
can encourage questionably talented individuals in the 
music business to share some of their more ignorant 
thoughts with the world. Minogue’s comments about asylum 
seekers (among others) were of course headline news on 
the BNP website. It is our job to expose these people, get 
other performers to take sides, and make them think twice 
the next time before uttering such dangerous nonsense. 
We have begun to threaten protests at publicly accessible 
places (such as nightclub openings) where Minogue is 
appearing until she completely retracts and apologises for 
her rotten words. While Minogue’s words were not on the 
level of the pro National Front comments by Eric Clapton on 
stage in 1976, these incidents serve as a reminder that 
racist nastiness can lurk among the outwardly inclusive and 
tolerant surface of modern pop. 

Plans are well advanced for the release of an LMHR CD 
in the near future. Noel Gallagher, Faithless, Basement Jaxx 
and Doves have already pledged tracks to it. LMHR is also 
pleased to have been invited by the Workers’ Beer 
Company, already a generous supporter of the campaign, to 
participate in their Left Field at this year’s Glastonbury 
Festival. The opening night of the festival on Thursday 26 
June will feature a Love Music Hate Racism night at a 
central spot on the festival site. 

LMHR has held several events at universities which have 
been a great success, so expect to see many more in the 
coming months. Again, these events give an enormous 
boost to campaigns against nazis active in universities, such 
as the well attended LMHR gig at Greenwich University in 
February. After racist graffiti appeared at Goldsmiths 
University in London recently, students contacted the ANL for 
support and a big anti-racist music event is being organised 
there. Plans are being made to hold an LMHR event in the 
very near future at Salford University, where Tony Wentworth, 
the BNP’s youth leader supposedly studies. 

We are also aiming to initiate and help run music and 
anti-racism workshops and events specifically for young 
people in areas where the nazis are active, such as Eltham 
and Burnley. 

The campaign has just received another — now 


Th 


predictable but nonetheless outrageous — refusal from 
Burnley Council to allow an LMHR carnival just before the 
May local elections, where two of the BNP’s three 
councillors are up for re-election. The council’s dangerous 
complacency has already aided the election of three BNP 
councillors and helped legitimise the nazis in the town and 
beyond. Its continuing tendency to view anti-racists as the 
cause of a problem rather than as part of the cure for 
the nazi disease trying to take hold in the town must be 
fought. The council's latest excuses — that minor amateur 
football matches are taking place in all the parks; that the 
event would be “too close to the elections”, which could 
cause trouble; and that the council allegedly intends to 
organise “community events” itself rather than allow 
“external” organisations to do so — would be laughable if 
the potential consequences were not so serious. LMHR 
intends to continue pressing for the positive united anti- 
racist carnival that Burnley needs and encourage everyone 
to complain to Stuart Caddy, the council leader. 

The Burnley decision was followed by the further 
disappointment of a planned switch to Blackburn being 
halted due to waterlogged parks. To their credit Blackburn- 
with-Darwen Council has expressed willingness to work with 
the ANL on an LMHR event during the summer if necessary. 

Despite these setbacks it seems there will be now a 
whole weekend of anti-racist events in the Northwest the 
weekend before the local elections. The local government 
union UNISON has made the welcome decision to hold a 
“No Racism: No Us and Them” march, rally and concert in 
Manchester on Saturday 26 April. LMHR intends to take the 
great line-up slated for the Blackburn carnival, including 
Basement Jaxx and Tim Westwood, to indoor venues in 
Blackburn and Burnley the same weekend. We then intend 
to organise another major outdoor carnival in the summer, 
wherever it’s needed most. 

We urge everyone to help create this movement: organise 
or play at a gig or clubnight, spread the word about the 
campaign, demand that your favourite band or DJ has an 
LMHR stall at their event and carries the logo and website 
on their CD sleeves and flyers. We can have a load of fun 
while knowing we are also contributing to the fight to send 
the nazi threat back into the sewer. 


# www.|imhr.org.uk 
HB imhr@postmark.net 
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Hate speech, human 
rights and harassment 


A comparative analysis of US and European trends 


that “there comes a point at which conduct undertaken in 
the name of free speech simply invades other people’s 
fundamental rights”, this point appears lost on many within 
the leading US civil liberties organisation. Backed by a 
worthy array of human rights NGOs, ACLU is once again 
championing the right of individuals to view and purchase 
Nazi materials online as well as the immunity of American 
ISPs vis a vis racist, nazi and other offensive content. 

The European tendency towards some degree of 
regulation is explicitly recognised by the European 
Convention on Human Rights, especially in relation to Nazi 
hate speech. Although Article 10 of the Convention, which 
protects freedom of expression, is generally regarded as 
one of the most important, Strasbourg usually accepts that 
Nazi propaganda falls outside the protection of Art 10 
because of Art 17, which prohibits the abuse of Convention 
rights via activities or words aimed at the destruction of the 
Convention rights. However in Lehideux and Isorni v France 
the court qualified this by saying that only propaganda 
which denied such historical facts as the Holocaust would 


Just over a year ago the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) joined forces with such 
strange bedfellows as the United States 
internet Industry Association, the Association 
of American Publishers and the Young 
Conservatives of Texas to lobby Attorney 
General John Ashcroft and Secretary of State 
Colin Powell. Their letter highlighted what they 
complained of as “fundamental ... substantive 
concerns to US industry” inherent in a Council 
of Europe plan to ban online race hatred. 

A year later, as the Additional Protocol to the 
Convention on Cybercrime was presented for 
signature in January 2003, the online 
publishing industry remains deeply hostile to 
the European initiative. By Andy Sinclair 


Free speech? 

Despite the wide immunities available to publishers and 
internet service providers (ISPs) in the US, a growing 
number of North American commentators have begun to 
call for tighter regulation of online hate speech. Many have 
pointed to the intellectual poverty implicit in the argument 
that unregulated speech should be allowed because the 
First Amendment says so. Professor Charles Lawrence of 
Stanford Law School has forcefully contended that hate 
speech should be suppressed primarily because of the well 
documented adverse impact it can have on its victims. 
Some anti-racists say that online hate can best be 
countered by education and counter-argument but while 
the Nikzor Project has carried out valuable work in this 
area, education alone is not enough. Paraphrasing Joe 
Walsh’s adage that you cannot argue with a sick mind, 
Charles Fish, Professor of Law at Duke University, North 
Carolina, puts it thus: 

“The only way to fight hate speech or racist speech is to 
recognize it as the speech of your enemy and what you do 
in response to the speech of your enemy is not prescribe a 
medication for it but attempt to stamp it out. So long as 
Critical Race Theory and others fall into the liberal 
universalist assumption of regarding hate speech as some 
kind of anomaly which could be recognized as such by 
everyone, they’re going to lose the game. They will win the 
game only if they really try to win it, rather than falling in 
with Justice Brandeis’ pronouncement that ‘Sunshine is the 
best disinfectant’.” 

Alas, with honourable exceptions such as Margaret 
Crosby of ACLU’s Northern California branch, who concedes 
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trigger the Art 17 exception. 

The tension between the qualified European and the 
absolutist American approaches to freedom of expression 
was illustrated by the case of Ernst Ztindel, whose 
California-based Holocaust-denying website attracted the 
attention of the German authorities in December 1995. 
As a result the German government began to investigate 
two ISPs, Compuserve and Deutsche Telekom AG, for 
inciting racial hatred. Compuserve removed more than 200 
websites from its servers, only to restore them two months 
later following pressure from supposed free speech 
activists. In Canada, the Zlindel site has been the subject 
of long running litigation. A recent ruling by the Canadian 
Human Rights Tribunal that it violates s13 of the 
Canadian Human Rights Act was vigorously opposed by 
liberal free speech advocates. 


Pan-European approaches to online hate 

The following year the European Commission applauded the 
internet industry's efforts at self regulation but reminded 
ISPs of their obligations under domestic and EC law to 
remove illegal content when requested. This was followed 
by the Bonn Declaration of 1997 which gave a commitment 
that ISPs should not in general be liable for illegal content. 
So protection for the victims of hate speech was 
subordinated to the vested interests of the commercial 
internet lobby. 

Self regulation in the UK led to the establishment of the 
Internet Watch Foundation, which operates an online 
hotline. However the remit of the IWF is extremely limited, 
and its ability to take action is confined to child pornography 
and material that is criminally racist under UK law. Even this 
modest attempt at self-regulation has met with howls of 
protest from some human rights lawyers. Again citing the 


interests of e-commerce, one civil liberties organisation 
protested that the IWF’s hotline violates due process and 
demanded that the IWF be subject to greater legal controls, 
even suggesting that it was subverting the role of the 
Attorney-General by taking action under the Public Order 
Act 1986 without his consent. The IWF chairman has 
refuted this contention and explicitly stated that relevant 
information “will be passed on to the Attorney General’s 
office”. The IWF has also stressed that it is bound by 
domestic and European human rights law. 

It has largely been left to national law enforcement 
agencies and a small number of anti-racist groups to take 
action against the online nazis. In 2000, the French Union 
of Jewish Students initiated an action that resulted in a 
landmark ruling in May in which a Paris court ordered 
Yahoo! to block access by French internet users to its 
online auctions of Nazi memorabilia. A California court 
then ruled that Yahoo! was entitled to ignore the French 
ruling and an appeal by the French complainants is still 
pending in the US courts. 


Harassment, human rights and English law 

Not all the nefarious activities of online nazis are caught by 
the remit of the IWF or by laws against racial hatred. A good 
example is the prevalence on some nazi sites of bomb 
making instructions. In the US, Democratic senator Dianne 
Feinstein led a campaign to have such websites banned in 
the wake of the Oklahoma bombing, and the subject 
generated some debate in the UK following the trial of the 
London nail-bomber David Copeland. Naively some 
commentators have suggested that the online publication 
of bomb making instructions is not harmful but merely 
potentially harmful and therefore not deserving of 
censorship. The British government has not been so 
reticent and Part VI of the Terrorism Act 2000, which bans 
terrorist weapons training, clearly has some application to 
sites such as that of Skrewdriver, whose guestbook recently 
featured instructions on the manufacture of explosives. 
However in bringing prosecutions it likely that the CPS 
would be mindful of the difficulties highlighted by the failed 
case against Zain-ul-abidin, who offered firearms training in 
the US, where such training is not illegal. 

One nazi site that has caused some concern among anti- 
racists and trade unionists is Redwatch. Run by Simon 
Sheppard, a convicted racist and former BNP member, the 
site features photographs and personal information 
collected by nazi activists across Britain in an attempt to 
intimidate opponents. One approach for anyone who finds 
their details published in this way would be an action based 
on the tort of harassment created by si of the Protection 
from Harassment Act 1997. 

In Thomas v News Group Newspapers Ltd Esther 
Thomas, a black woman police civilian support worker, 
complained about racist remarks made by two police 
officers with the result that disciplinary action was taken 
against the officers. The Sun responded with an article 
headlined “Beyond a joke — Fury as Police Sarges are 
Busted After Refugee Jest”. This was followed by a series 
of articles and readers’ letters that vilified Thomas for 
making the complaint, leaving her afraid to leave her 
house. In the Court of Appeal, Desmond Browne QC, 
acting for The Sun, referred to the Human Rights Act 1998 
$12(4), which provides that the courts should have regard 
to the central importance of freedom of expression as 
guaranteed by Art 10 of the European Convention on 
Human Rights. The Master of the Rolls, Lord Philips, 
rejected The Sun’s contention that the articles concerned 
did not amount to harassment and described the tort as 
one which: “... requires the publisher to consider whether 


a proposed series of articles, which is likely to cause 
distress to an individual, will constitute an abuse of 
freedom of the press which the pressing social needs of a 
democratic society require should be curbed”. 

If the courts are willing to make such an adverse ruling 
against Britain’s biggest selling tabloid, it is extremely 
unlikely that they would grant any leeway on freedom of 
expression grounds to the publishers of nazi websites set up 
for the obvious purpose of collecting personal data on their 
political opponents. 


Threats to freedom of expression — myth and reality 
Those who truly believe that the online presence of racists, 
fascists and Holocaust deniers is a price worth paying for 
unfettered freedom of expression would do well to 
remember the lessons of the Nazi era. 

As late as February 1933 Adolf Hitler was declaring his 
undying commitment to freedom of speech and of the 
press. The reality of what followed has been well 
documented. Unsympathetic publications were closed 
down, their assets seized and editors sacked. Such events 
may seem remote and unthinkable to many in academia 
today and in Western liberal society generally. However we 
are currently witnessing a rise in support for the far right in 
Britain that is unparalleled in the postwar period. Today’s 
human rights activists would do well to recount the words of 
Pierre-Henri Teitgen, a Montpelier law professor and hero 
of the French resistance, who warned: 

“Democracies do not become Nazi countries in one day. 
Evil progresses cunningly, with a minority operating, as it 
were, to remove the levers of control. One by one, freedoms 
are suppressed, in one sphere after another. Public opinion 
and the entire national conscience are asphyxiated.” 


The Additional Protocol to the 

Convention on Cybercrime 

Designed to harmonise national criminal law in the fight 
against racism and xenophobia on the internet, and to 
improve international co-operation, while respecting the 
right to freedom of expression, the Protocol obliges 
contracting states to criminalise all “intentional” online hate 
speech including Holocaust denial. ISPs that merely act as 
a conduit for racist or xenophobic content have no need to 
fear the Protocol. The Protocol applies to information 
published on a website, bulletin board or guestbook and 
would not apply to private email. 

The US remains firmly opposéd to the Protocol, ostensibly 
on free speech grounds, though commercial interests are 
clearly a factor. Some US commentators have argued that 
hate sites will simply relocate to the US but the Protocol 
expressly refers to cross-border communications by foreign 
websites. As Ivar Tallo, an Estonian member of the Council 
of Europe, put it the Protocol has been framed in such a 
way that “racist groups based in Europe would not be able 
to hide behind American laws”. 

Tony Blair has already refused once to back EU proposals 
to criminalise Holocaust denial, despite having said there 
was a very strong case for doing so before the 1997 general 
election. It will take five countries to ratify the Protocol 
before it becomes law. Anti-racists should put pressure on 
the government to take a lead by signing and ratifying the 
Protocol. Many human rights groups have acknowledged 
that human rights, including the right to freedom of 
expression, were never intended to be absolute rights 
incapable of qualification or limitation. This measure strikes 
the right balance between protecting freedom of expression 
and clamping down on the purveyors of hate. 

This is an abridged version of a fully referenced article 
available online at http://www.searchlightmagazine.com. 


Searchlight April 2003 23 


Inspiration for 
terror: the late 
William Pierce 


USA 
Nazi terrorists and cops 


LAW ENFORCEMENT officers in the US state of Georgia 
may have strong ties with the extreme-right National 
Alliance, a federal court heard last month. 

US Magistrate Linda Walker was hearing a bail bond 
application by the Georgia organiser of the National 
Alliance, Chester James Doles, 42, from Dalonega, who 
has been charged with being a convicted felon who 
illegally possessed several rifles and handguns. 

Bail was refused on the grounds of his previous 
convictions, a violent assault on an interracial couple in 
1993 and a burglary in 1997 in which he had beaten up a 
homeowner, but not before damning evidence was 
given by an FBI agent. Special Agent Joseph Thompson, 
a member of the joint terrorism task force that has 
investigated the prisoner since July 2001, revealed that 
an informant had told the authorities about law 
enforcement ties with the National Alliance in the state. 

No officers were named in court but Thompson 
explained that an extremist group with law enforcement 
members greatly enhanced its capacity, because these 
members could “look the other way”. 

Thompson testified that Doles had often met the 
National Alliance leader, the late William Pierce, whose 
book, The Turner Diaries, is believed to have inspired 
the Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh. 

The magistrate rejected a defence contention that 
Doles, a long-time Ku Klux Klan activist, was being 
prosecuted for his political views. “It doesn’t matter if 
he’s a member of the National Alliance or the National 
Peacekeeping Association,” she said. 

Doles was refused permission to embrace his wife 
Theresa before being taken back to the cells. He then 
turned to his two sons and said, “You know what's on 
trial here. Step up to the plate [a reference to the place 
from which a baseball player strikes]. You boys got to.” 

His wife called out: “They will”. 
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LATVIA 
Holocaust too horrifying 


A leading Latvian newspaper is refusing to print a 
private advertisement offering $10,000 for information 
about Nazi war criminals, on the grounds that it is 
“improper” to offer cash rewards for hunting down Nazi 
Holocaust murderers. Kurzemes Vards, published in 
Liepaja — about 120 miles from Riga — is one of several 
papers taking such action. Its editor, Andzils Remess, 
said that “proper investigative offices” should be used to 
bring war criminals to justice because “the Holocaust 
was too horrifying to try to find those who are to blame 
by using such methods”. 

Some 7,000 Jews from Liepaja were killed during the 
Nazi occupation. Both Germans and Latvians took part 
in the mass killings. In all, around 80,000 Jews in Latvia, 
about 90% of the prewar Jewish population, were 
murdered. Soviet prosecutors convicted hundreds of 
people accused of Nazi atrocities in Latvia and the other 
Baltic states immediately after the Second World War. 


BELGIUM 

VB campaign benefits from council 
resignation 

The whole of Antwerp’s city council has resigned after a 
scandal over private purchases of perfume, handbags, 
DVD players, clothes, shoes and other luxury goods by 
members using official credit cards. The scandal has 
significantly boosted the campaigns of the fascist 
Vlaams Blok (VB) which can expect up to 33% support in 
the city in elections to be held in May. 

At first the press revelations of fraud were hotly 
denied. They were admitted after the VB’s leader, Filip 
Dewinter, provided evidence that the credit cards had 
indeed been used for fraudulent purposes. The scandal 
could cause massive damage to the mainstream parties 
which until now have steadfastly cooperated to ensure 
that the fascists are kept out of office in the city. 


SPAIN 
Franco veteran forms new party 


Fascists from across Europe gathered in Madrid at the 
end of January to take part in the launch of a new party, 
Frente Espanol (FE), led by Jesus Lopez and the 84-year- 
old Francoist veteran Blas Pifiar. The party’s founding 
conference was attended by 3,500 people and drew 
delegations from fascist organisations in 14 countries. 
Notable among the foreign visitors were Roberto Fiore, 
the Italian terrorist and Forza Nuovo leader, Dominique 
Chaboche, an official of the French Front National, 
and Udo Voigt, head of the German NPD. There were 
also delegations from Portugal, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Romania, Poland, Sweden and Venezuela. The new 
party has indicated its intention to field candidates in 
parliamentary elections scheduled for 5 May. 





GERMANY 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Nazis invade German peace 
movement 





RIGHT-WING EXTREMISTS are systematically trying to 
establish a presence in the German anti-war movement. 
In recent weeks fascists have jumped on the peace 
campaign bandwagon in Halle/Saale, Anklam, Neuruppin, 
Greifswald and Munich. The peace movement has 
responded weakly, showing panic and helplessness or 
playing down and ignoring the presence of the far right. 

Some peace movement activists have tried to rationalise 
the right-wing intervention as an East German problem 
because of the undoubted fact that the fascists already 
dominate the streets there. But that does not explain events 
in Munich, where nazis have taken to the streets with legally 
permitted demonstrations. The nazis are now trying to 
ensure that all those who do not conform in their twisted 
world view — immigrants, refugees and left-wing youth — are 
prevented from taking part in demonstrations for peace. 

The aim of the fascists is to provide their young foot 
soldiers with “community experiences” in the form of 
confrontations with the left. They want to create a situation 
where they can control the streets without resistance. 

The anti-fascist and peace movements must meet this 
challenge urgently, especially now’ that the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) in 
particular, but also the militant Freie Kameradschaften and 
other extremists, are mobilising in preparation for “Day X”, 
the day that war on Iraq actually breaks out. An examination 
of the fascists’ recent actions shows why facing up to the 
problem is such a pressing issue. 


Halle/Saale 
Local activists were taken completely by surprise when a 
50-strong mob of nazis from Halle and the surrounding area 
took part in a demonstration by the local peace alliance. 
Their participation on 24 February was the second in a few 
weeks. Marching in close formation, the nazis bawled 
slogans such as “Mass murder in Palestine — Holocaust by 
the Rabbis”, generating a mixture of fear, shock and 
_ consternation among the 1,000 or so other demonstrators. 

The organisers banned anti-fascists and left-wing 
youngsters from voicing opposition on the spurious grounds 
that they “might provoke the nazis”. The organisers felt the 
police should deal with the nazis. The nazis, who also 
distributed leaflets attacking the USA, were organised by 
Sven Liebich, a key activist in the network of so-called 
Free Nationalists in the state of Saxony-Anhalt and a 
propagandist on the Nationaler Beobachter website, who 
portrays every nazi activity in the region as a major success. 

A group of nazis from Magdeburg also took part. Soon 
afterwards they staged their own demonstration — a “vigil 
against Israeli terror” — in front of a property belonging to 
the Jewish community. 

The nazis turned up at another peace demonstration in 
Halle/Saale on 10 March, again about 50-strong. This time, 
anti-fascists tried to block the whole demonstration. 
The police cleared the blockade, but the anti-fascists’ action 
did prompt opposition to the nazis from within the 


demonstration, forcing participants to dissociate themselves 
by shouting slogans and pushing the nazis out of their ranks. 

Anti-fascists said afterwards that there was no way the 
nazis could consider the day a success. One pointed out, 
“in February they were able to dominate the event with their 
megaphones but today they could count themselves lucky 
that there were so many police to protect them”. 


Anklam 

The organisers of an anti-war demonstration in Anklam, in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, on 1 March made it clear on 
their leaflets that nazis and antisemites were “not wanted”. 
However, about a quarter of the 400 people on the march 
turned out to be members of the nazi Pomeranian Action 
Front. They were noticeably well organised, marching in 
tight military order with their own flags and banners to the 
march assembly point. 

The organisers were left with little room for manoeuvre 
but formed a human chain to try to keep the nazis away and 
put pressure on the police, who eventually warned the nazis 
about their marching formation. 

But they still marched and were excluded from the rally in 
a church at the end of the march only because the 
organisers were able to exercise their legal right to keep 
them out. The sole positive outcome, said one of the left- 
wing youngsters at the event, was that “now the mayor of 
Anklam can no longer maintain there is no problem with 
right-wing extremists”. It was clear that a confrontation 
with the nazis was not a realistic tactic. 


“All together against the war” in Neuruppin and 
Greifswald 

When 25 nazis inveigled themselves into a weekly peace 
demonstration by about 300 people in Neuruppin in 
Brandenburg, local anti-fascists tried quietly to persuade 
the organisers to exclude them. Their efforts proved 
fruitless. The organisers claimed that “democracy must put 
up with such things” and that the anti-fascists were 
undemocratic. Later, when the anti-fascists loudly 
demanded the exclusion of the nazis, the organisers 
summoned the police as “mediators” to “avoid 
provocations between the two ‘poles’”. 

In his closing speech, Wolfgang Freese, the Green party 
co-organiser, attacked not the fascists but the anti-fascists, 
accusing them of being “as intolerant as the nazis”. 

This rubbish was topped by representatives of the Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS) at ‘a peace demonstration in 
Greifswald, where two local party functionaries intervened 
against anti-fascists who were trying to keep a group of 
25 nazis off the demonstration. The line touted by the PDS 
was incredibly “we need everyone against the war”. 


The response needed 

Though the nazis have grasped the opportunity for publicity 
afforded by the war issue, the standpoint of many local 
peace groups is often characterised by a striking lack of 
political analysis and just falls back on the moralistic 
arguments that “war solves nothing”. 

This approach is frequently accompanied by all kinds of 
clichés about “American culture” or a simplistic reduction of 
the conflict to “economics”. The latter view provides an 
open gateway for antisemitic arguments, nationalistic anti- 
imperialism and cultural anti-Americanism, all of which can 
be rapidly turned against the concept of an open, multi- 
ethnic society. 

The peace movement in Germany will only be able fully to 
free itself from the unwelcome attentions of the nazis if it 
starts decisively to combat them ideologically and whenever 
they try to hijack antiwar activities on the streets 
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From Esbé in Paris 


IT MIGHT APPEAR surprising that the fascist Front 
National called upon its activists and supporters to 
participate in the massive anti-war demonstrations on 
15 February. But the FN’s official statement on 12 
February failed to mobilise them, despite the fact that 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, the party leader, has been one of 
France's more enthusiastic fans of the Iraqi government. 

This is not the first time that the FN has tried to raise 
the flag of solidarity with Iraq. On 1 February it appealed 
to a protest rally, which mobilised all of 200 people, “to 
address a message of hope to the Iraqi people”. Four 
years ago, on 19 December 1998, the FN gathered about 
30 people, mainly councillors, at the US embassy while 
thousands of people were taking part in a march to 
demand an end to British and US air strikes on Iraq. 

The interest of the FN and its leader in this issue goes 
back even further than this. Le Pen visited Iraq in 
November 1990 and called for the recognition of 
Saddam Hussein's annexation of Kuwait. The following 
year the FN - on the sole initiative of Le Pen — led a 
campaign against the Gulf War, causing many FN 
activists to grind their teeth and some to quit the party. 
Backing Iraq was a risky gamble for the FN, which had to 
explain to voters why it was necessary to expel Arabs 
from France while supporting them in Iraq. 

Le Pen’s enthusiasm for the Iraqi dictatorship mirrors 
that of his wife, Jany, whom he married on 31 May 1991. 
Madame Le Pen, the daughter of a small businessman, 
rose rapidly in the EN thanks mainly to her involvement 
in its various “humanitarian” front organisations. 
She worked for “National Mutual Aid”, which sponsored 
Father Blanchard’s soup kitchens, and became the 
honorary president of several animal rights groups. 
Above all she made her mark as president of the SOS 
Children of Iraq charity, set up in 1995. 

So great was her commitment to this cause that when 
her husband proposed her as head of the FN’s 
candidates’ list for the European elections, because he 
was ineligible and desperate to block his rival Bruno 
Mégret, she refused. 

Her concern for Iraqi children is largely altruistic 
rather than stemming from a desire to please her 
husband. But the charity has had limited success 
because humanitarianism, especially when it involves 
digging deep in the wallet, has never really touched the 
extreme right. Nevertheless, it sent medical supplies to 
Iraq throughout the late 1990s and encapsulated the 
EN’s support for the country. 

Jean-Michel Dubois’s presence as the charity’s 
secretary-general shows just how close the charity is to 
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FN turns political somersaults over Iraq 


the FN. Dubois, a member of the party’s political bureau, 
is a regional councillor in the Ile-de-France, has been 
president of the FNEML (Modern Enterprise and 
Freedom) since 1987 and is an associate of the company 
that produces the FN’s weekly rag National Hebdo. He is 
suspected of having close links with the Sun Myung Moon 
sect and thus to have financed the FN, making him one of 
the most significant executives in Le Pen’s organisation. 

During her stewardship of SOS Children of Iraq, 
Jany Le Pen has made at least ten trips to 
Iraq, sometimes accompanied by her husband or by 
elected representatives of the FN. These trips, on 
which she has generally been received by Saddam 
Hussein in person, have been used to consolidate 
“diplomatic” relations between the FN and the dictator 
of Baghdad and nourish Le Pen’s fantasy that he is some 
kind of head of state. 

Madame Le Pen went to Iraq in December 2000 — in 
violation of UN resolution 670 - to participate in a 
committee whose aim is the lifting the sanctions on 
Iraq. Her most recent trip was in early February this year, 
wearing the hat of the so-called “European platform of 
solidarity with the Iraqi people”. 

During the latest developments in the Iraq crisis, the 
EN has claimed to be the only voice to denounce the war 
as “unjust”. The party’s MEPs have raised the issue 
around 30 times in the European Parliament and 
conducted an extensive media campaign. 

Bruno Gollnisch and Marine Le Pen, Jean-Marie’s 
daughter, have addressed the issue but it is Monsieur 
Le Pen, unwilling to share his “hegemony” over the FN’s 
international affairs with anyone, who has had most to say. 

He has tried energetically to profit from the hesitation 
of his arch enemy, President Jacques Chirac. Last 
September he reminded his listeners that “Article 35 of 
the [French] Constitution provides expressly that the 
declaration of war must be authorised by Parliament”. 
In November he reproached Chirac for not having used 
France’s veto in the UN Security Council. Now that 
Chirac has adopted a firm anti-war position, Le Pen has 
had to admit, as he did on France-info on 10 February, 
that he was “agreeably surprised”. 

Despite his long support for Iraq, Le Pen has found it 
hard to make his voice heard. He finds himself in the 
most unusual position of agreeing with the government, 
a large majority of public opinion - recent surveys 
indicate that 80% of the French are opposed to war - and 
even the left. 

The EN is uncomfortable with this for several reasons. 
Firstly, it is difficult for the party to play its traditional 
role of troublemaker as it did in 1991, when there was 
little public disquiet at the US intervention in the Gulf. 


Secondly, it is hard for the FN to distinguish itself from 
the “establishment”. Thirdly, it has not been able to 
mobilise its activists on an issue too distant from their 
French chauvinist concerns. For example, the FN 
justified its absence from February’s anti-war 
demonstration on the grounds of wanting “to avoid any 
provocations”. Most significantly, the FN has arrived at 
its position on Iraq through political contortions that 
have led it down some bizarre paths. 

The EN’s line on the war revolves around three 
principles: a rather radical denunciation of American 
imperialism, a call for peace tinted with 
“humanitarianism” and a forthright defence of Iraq as a 
nation and a people. 

Le Pen’s anti-Americanism goes back a long way, 
punctuated only by a short “Reaganite” period in the 
1980s and the Atlanticist influence of the now hated 
Mégret in the 1990s. The FN has always displayed a 
certain distrust of the USA, denouncing its “hegemony” 
— especially cultural — as comparable with those other 
concepts much hated by fascists, “cosmopolitanism” 
and “one-worldism’. 

Pushed to extremes by the present situation, Le Pen is 
demanding the “breaking of diplomatic relations with 
the United States”. This time the FN’s stand is based on 
economic issues, with strident denunciations of the 
“neo-colonialism” of “predatory countries’ seeking 
control over oil reserves. The FN labels this “the 
economic colonisation of Iraq” but stops short — as one 
would expect of last ditch defenders of capitalism — of 
describing its analysis as “anti capitalist”. 

The FN’s present pacifism has not stopped it from 
demanding substantial increases in France's military 
budget. The FN’s warmongering has been evident in 
other situations too, yet it still felt able to release doves 
into the air outside the US embassy on 1 February. 

Fifteen days earlier Le Pen described the war as a 
“plague on humanity” and on 29 January he stated that 
President George W Bush, whom he compared with 
Hitler, was about to commit the “first crime against 
humanity of the 21st century”. Even allowing for his 
customary exaggeration and bluster, it is clear that the 


FN and its chief are trying to move the spirit, which 
explains why SOS Children of Iraq has turned into a flag- 
pole for the fascists. 

They have even accompanied their rejection of the war 
by a justification of possible terrorist responses, although 
denunciation of terrorism has been the FN’s stock-in- 
trade in recent months. The eternal political gymnast, 
Le Pen apparently sees no contradiction, simply 
asserting that “terrorism exists” by linking it to “the 
aggressive policy of the US” and declaring that “Western 
policy provides it with new fertiliser every day”. 

Well aware of how these arguments might shock his 
party’s sympathisers, who are deeply attached to the 
notion of a “clash of civilisations”, Le Pen makes a skilful, 
if tortuous, distinction between the people of the Middle 
East and the Muslims of “our suburbs” who, he believes, 
might benefit from the conflict in Iraq to make war in 
France. 

Le Pen’s supposed smartness seems to lie in telling his 
supporters that the Iraqis are not “Arabs like the others” 
and presenting Iraq as a cradle of civilisation by evoking 
Nebuchadnezzar, the founder of Baghdad, “the most 
beautiful city in the world”. Le Pen has sought 
desperately to bestow on Iraq the image of a “civilised”, 
“modern” and “secular” nation. This war will not be “a 
war against Islam”, he tells his followers, dumping the 
“clash of civilisations” thesis into the bins labelled 
“political marketing” and “media bludgeoning”. 

The general popularity of the anti-war position is 
preventing, at least for the moment, the opening of too 
great a schism between Le Pen and his much less 
sophisticated rank and file. However, his pro-Iraq stance 
is likely to become difficult, as already happened in 
Beirut last December, when nobody wanted to receive 
an official FN delegation of Le Pen, Gollnisch and their 
respective wives. Nobody that is, apart from 
Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah, the head of Hezbollah. 

To prepare for future political problems, some leading 
fascists are already covering their backsides, not least 
Marine Le Pen, who is loudly claiming that the FN is not 
“for Iraq or Saddam Hussein” but simply in favour of 
“justice” and “international law”. 
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From Mara Viadimirova and Jean Raymond in Moscow 
Le Pen cements links with Russian extremist 


THE FRENCH FASCIST leader Jean-Marie Le Pen gave a 
surprise radio interview in Moscow in which he 
expressed regret that the “Anglo-American blockade had 
caused death for millions of kids” in Iraq and attacked 
George Bush and Tony Blair for “international piracy”. 

Interviewed with Le Pen on Echo of Moscow, one of 
Russia's most popular radio programmes, was Sergei 
Baburin, a former deputy speaker in the Russian 
parliament, the Duma. Baburin, who is well known for 
his extreme nationalist ideas, founded the far-right 
Russian People’s Union in 1991. 

It was Baburin who had invited Le Pen to Moscow to 
take part in the second congress of his latest venture, 
Narodnaya Volya (The People’s Will) on 22 February. 
Among the other guests at the congress were the former 
Yugoslav ambassador, Boleslav Milosevic, and the 
second secretary at the Iraqi embassy in Moscow, 
Mohamed Sabri Rashid. But it was Le Pen’s attendance 
that attracted media attention to the recently founded 
but not officially registered party. 

One reporter who turned up at the event was a 
special correspondent for the daily paper 
Commersant. His article, which pulled the organisers 
of the congress to pieces, related how Le Pen was 
answering questions from journalists during a break 
when one of his aides pointedly asked Baburin to 
remove some of his black-uniformed supporters from 
view. Le Pen clearly did not relish the idea of being 
photographed with them, concerned that his 
reputation might be damaged by too close a contact 
with obvious Russian fascists. 

Le Pen ended his speech with an invitation to Baburin 
to participate in the next congress of his Front National, 
due to take place in Easter week in Nice. Much of 
Le Pen’s speech, however, was a boring tour of his own 
“achievements”. When he did talk about current political 
questions and Iraq, he merely repeated the declaration 
of Russian president Vladimir Putin that increasing 
American dominance is putting the world balance of 
power at risk. 

The “main nest of terrorists”, according to Le Pen, “is 
England”. He urged Russia to oppose the “hegemony of 
one power’, expressing certainty that Russia and France 
would play an important role in preventing war with Iraq. 

He repeated more or less the same views in his 
radio interview on 24 February. Baburin was quick to 
agree with his French ally on Iraq, as well as with his 
position on Chechnya that “discussion with terrorists is 
impossible”. At the same time, Baburin claimed 
incredibly that his party opposed military action in both 
Iraq and Chechnya. 

Although radio listeners had probably expected 
something more radical and more scandalous from the 
interviews with these two fiery right-wing extremists, they 
said nothing new. Indeed, their statements were so 
general and so close to official Russian and French policies 
that the Echo of Moscow presenter wryly pointed out in his 
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summary that “the coalition between Putin, Baburin, 
Le Pen and Jacques Chirac might save world peace”. 

The media non-event should not blind anti-fascists to 
the growing ties between Russian and French extremists 
based on a common racist view of issues such as 
immigration and a common demand for the closure of 
borders. Le Pen emphasised to his Russian allies that the 
state should axe social programmes that provide free 
schools, medicine and accommodation to immigrants 
and refugees. 

By all accounts, Le Pen and Baburin were very pleased 
with their meeting and discussed further possibilities 
for collaboration. For Baburin, the meeting with the 
fuhrer of the Front National was a major boost, enabling 
him to become the main subject of media coverage for 
48 hours, while Le Pen got a chance to visit Moscow and 
present himself to an different audience. 

According to Baburin, Le Pen was heartily greeted — 
and acclaimed for his “extraordinary personality” — by 
students at Moscow’s Trade and Economics Institute, of 
which the current rector is ... Baburin. This praise was 
probably a small price to be paid for his forthcoming 
junket to France at Le Pen’s expense. 
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SWEDEN 


Pat Hennings from Gothenburg 
Battle zone Orsa 


THE TOWN OF ORSA in northwestern Sweden, which has a 
population of only a few thousand people, has suddenly 
become the focal point of unusually intense political 
campaigning. 

The reason is that the local election of September 2002 
is being rerun because of irregularities in the count. 

Local elections are normally held every fourth year at the 
same time as the general election. The last time a local 
election was restaged was in 1985 in another small 
northern district. 

Last year in Orsa, four votes cast at the local hospital 
were misplaced and could not be accounted for after the 
results had been announced. These votes might have 
changed the outcome of the election because one of the 
candidates failed to get elected by a single vote, so it was 
decided to rerun the ballot. 

This alone would be of limited interest. The reason the poll is 
making political waves is that Orsa is one of the 30 councils 
where the racist Sweden Democrats won seats last September. 

For the Sweden Democrats (SD), the stakes are high 
because they stand to lose the seat they won six months 
ago. Such a defeat would signify a loss of prestige and show 
that they cannot hold on to their voters. As a result, they 
are devoting special attention to the election and have even 
opened a dedicated website for it. 

But throwing much of their party apparatus into an 
election in one small town might not be enough for the 


SD to keep their seat, let alone increase their vote. To their 
despair, their racist rivals, the National Democrats (ND), 
have also thrown their hat into the ring. The ND too are 
hitting the town with everything they have got. 

This election is important for the ND as well. The party 
has been rapidly nazified since its split from the SD in 2001 
and is spending more time on fighting its former friends 
than its natural enemies. ND propaganda claims that the 
SD is a corrupt, liberal pro-immigration party made up of 
homosexuals and that the majority of the activists have 
defected to the “true nationalist camp” of the ND. The head 
to head contest with the SD is a test of strength and of the 
validity of their propaganda which might leave the ND 
leaders with scrambled egg all over their faces. 

The Orsa seat is so important to the ND that they have 
sent Tor Paulsson, the de facto leader of the party, behind 
its nominal figurehead Anders Steen, to pretend to live in 
Orsa. Unable to find an apartment, he moved in with an old 
mate who has a conviction for drugs offences. This was not 
the smartest move for Paulsson as the ND claim to be 
fiercely against drugs and crime. The media had a field day. 

Normally, no party leader would consider campaigning in 
Orsa, which is considered a backwater, but the high profile 
campaigns of the SD and the ND have prompted a 
response from the mainstream parties. Local people have 
seen more well known politicians in a few weeks than they 
would expect to see in a lifetime. 

The good news is that the mudslinging between the SD and 
the ND has escalated to such an extent that the local 
electorate is becoming acutely aware of what the two parties 
are all about. Amid a lot of shaking of heads, the media are 
reporting the community’s mounting irritation at having 
become a combat zone for big city loonies. The two racist 
organisations now risk cancelling each other's campaign out. 
The forecast is that the ND will manage to sway a small part 
of the SD’s vote, leaving both parties out in the cold. 


An essential book for the anti-fascist bookshelf 


The Terrorist Next Door 


The Militia Movement and the Radical Right 


By Daniel Levitas 


September 11, 2001, focused America’s attention on the 
terrorist threat from abroad, but as the World Trade Center 
towers collapsed, domestic right-wing hate groups were 
celebrating in the United States. “Hallelu-Yahweh! May the 
WAR be started! DEATH to His enemies, may the World Trade 
Center BURN TO THE GROUND!” exulted August Kreis of the 
paramilitary group, the Posse Comitatus. The Terrorist Next 
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about a racist revolution in the United States. 

Timothy McVeigh was executed for killing 168 people when 
he bombed the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in 1995, but 
The Terrorist Next Door goes well beyond the destruction in 
Oklahoma City and takes readers deeper and more broadly 


inside the Posse and other groups that make up the 
paramilitary right. 

Written by Daniel Levitas, a national expert on the origins and 
activities of white supremacist and neo-Nazi groups, The 
Terrorist Next Door is carefully researched and includes rich 


‘detail from official documents (including the FBI), private 


archives and confidential sources never before disclosed. 
Levitas provides a compelling factual narrative while also 
arguing that the danger posed by the radical right as a social 
movement goes far beyond the criminality and violence 
common among its organisers and adherents. The greatest 
challenge, he points out, stems from the success that groups 
like the Posse have had in spreading their ideas from the 
margins into the political mainstream. 
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From Jeroen Bosch in Apeldoorn 
Anti-fascists force nazi march ban 





ANTI-FASCISTS inflicted a humiliating defeat on the 
nazis of the Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) in Apeldoorn 
on 8 March, 

The nazis had called a demonstration in the run-up to 
regional elections in Apeldoorn, which the NVU was 
fighting under the slogan “Stop asylum now”. In the 
event they won 1,120 votes — not enough to get elected. 
The date was chosen provocatively to celebrate a 
gruesome anniversary in the annals of Nazism. It was on 
8 March 58 years ago that 117 Dutch citizens were 
murdered by the German SS, just a month before 
Apeldoorn’s liberation, as a reprisal for a resistance 
action in which food had been stolen. 

This event is still commemorated in Apeldoorn but 
the value of this observance was thrown into question 
when the city council unhesitatingly gave the NVU 
demonstration the green light. To make matters worse, 
the council outlawed a counter-demonstration by Anti- 
Fascist Action (AFA). 

On the morning of 8 March over 500 people ignored 
the ban and turned up for an _anti-fascist 
demonstration, determined to stop the NVU nazis. 
And that is exactly what they did. The NVU march, 
which was scheduled for the afternoon, failed to 
take place because the anti-fascists blocked their path 
and chased those nazis who turned up in small groups 
out of the city. Meanwhile, riot police formed a cordon 
around the main body of the NVU at a nearby motorway 
service station. 

By the start of the afternoon, the mayor was forced to 
ban the nazi march, because the police were unable 
to remove the anti-fascists from the march route. 
The decision was jubilantly celebrated as a major 
victory by the anti-fascist demonstrators, who included 
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many football fans and Moroccan and Moluccan youths 
from Apeldoorn and surrounding towns. The only 
violent incident occurred when nazis stabbed a young 
boy in the city centre. 

The nazi leader Constant Kusters was, as expected, 
furious at his humiliation at the hands of the anti- 
fascists. In a fit of rage, he led a nazi attempt to block 
the motorway, but riot police forced them back into 
their cars. 

The day was a rude awakening for the city council 
and it has pledged that it will not allow any more NVU 
demonstrations. This should have been its policy in the 
first place. The fact that council members needed to see 
a swastika-tattooed mob brandishing shields of the 
type used by the SA brownshirts before taking action is 
nothing short of a disgrace. AFA had warned the council 
about the nazis but it had refused to listen. 

Unfortunately, Apeldoorn council has not been alone 
in its naivety when it comes to allowing nazi stunts. 
In Kerkrade in March 2001 it was left to 3,000 anti-fascists 
and local people to stop the NVU after a court in 
Maastricht had allowed it to march. 

In January 2002, the NVU was again granted 
permission to demonstrate, this time in Rotterdam, and 
it took 800 riot police to keep anti-fascist protesters at 
bay. The nazi turnout was derisory and it was not long 
before German nazis, who had travelled to Rotterdam 
for this supposed showpiece action, were loudly 
complaining that it had turned out to be a short stroll 
through a derelict industrial area. In the end, some of 
the nazis were given a thrashing by anti-racist 
Feyenoord supporters. 

Last May, the NVU staged a demonstration in 
Harderwijk, where Volkert van der Graaf, the alleged 
killer of the right-wing populist leader Pim Fortuyn, 
used to live. On that occasion AFA decided that a 
counter-demonstration would be used as a scapegoat 
by a local authority that had failed to prevent the nazis 
from fouling its streets. But the NVU nazis did not 
escape unscathed, because when they turned up with 
40 supporters they were insulted and shouted down by 
local people. 


nl 


Jeroen Bosch of Alert!/AFA in Utrecht 


Extreme-right youth culture 
spreads 


A SCHOOL has banned army boots, bomber jackets and 
Lonsdale clothing because of an increase in racist 
behaviour by pupils wearing such gear. 

The drastic measure by the governors of the school in 
Landgraaf, near Limburg, was unpopular with the 
students who issued a declaration claiming that 
“Lonsdale clothes are used by the ‘house’ culture, which 
is against racism”. Some pupils declared that they 
supported the slogan “Gabbers against racism and 
fascism” but others said the clothing ban was “a victory 
for the Turks”. 

Gabber house music, which is very fast and has a 


heavy beat, dominated much of Dutch youth culture 
in 1996. Gabber was a style as well as a sound and in 
the big cities such as Amsterdam and Rotterdam, but 
also in many smaller places, groups of mainly white 
boys with shaved heads and training suits hung around 
on the streets, went to legal and illegal house parties 
and used drugs. Although they had no formal 
organisation or structures, the Gabbers declared 
themselves proud of their city and country and 
opposed multicultural society. 

The growth of this subculture and its intermingling 
with other subcultures and non-political ideas in the 
youth scene meant that the more hardline racist 
slogans tended to disappear into the background. 
Nevertheless, a hardcore of racists kept a foothold in 
the Gabber milieu. Some were recruited by fascist 
parties such as the banned CP’86, although the 
fascist “political soldier” types frowned upon their use 
of drugs. In the end, however, CP’86 failed to attract 
many Gabbers and when it broke apart, activity directed 
towards the Gabbers ceased. 

The Gabber scene itself collapsed in 2000, but former 
Gabbers remained active in some towns and turned back 
to racism. Some espoused violence and joined organised 
fascists in attacks on refugees and their homes. Foreign 
shops and snack bars were also targeted and terrorised. 

These former Gabbers started behaving and dressing 
increasingly like racist skinheads and so attracted the 
attention of another fascist organisation, Stormfront 
Nederland. This outfit mobilised and organised many of 
them, holding meetings where rabble-rousing hate 
speeches and heavy drinking formed the main part of the 
evening’s “discussion”. 

Stormfront Nederland went the same way as many 
other nazi groups before it, because the more events it 
staged, the more unwelcome attention it drew from the 
mass media, the law and anti-fascists. 

The catalyst for Stormfront Nederland’s demise was 
a big fight at a hate rock concert in Geleen in Limburg 
near the German border, a fiasco that cost the nazis 
their popularity among skinheads. At the same time, 
members of Stormfront were convicted for crimes 
including racial violence and daubing a Jewish cemetery 


with swastikas. 

Stormfront Nederland’s leaders proved incapable of 
holding the group together in the face of the opposition 
and opprobrium, and were too spaced out on booze and 
drugs to organise any more meetings. By 2002, 
Stormfront Nederland had evaporated. 

But tension has been growing between young people 
of different ethnic origins since the attack on the World 
Trade Centre in New York. Some Turks, Moroccans and 
Indonesians have found renewed interest in their ethnic 
identity and culture and sport their national flags on 
their jackets. In response, rap culture youths wear their 
characteristic hats, wide trousers and chains and some 
white youths have started to kit themselves out as 
skinheads. 

Other schools are suffering the same problems as in 
Landgraaf and similar controversial measures have been 
taken but attitudes among young people are hardening 
and divisions are widening. 

The late populist leader Pim Fortuyn, who sensed 
these splits more than any other politician in Dutch 
society and exploited them for political gain, 
contributed massively to the widening gap between 
migrants and native Dutch. Because of Fortuyn, who 
accused the “left elite” of turning migrants into a taboo 
subject, a culture that believes “everything has to be 
said” has developed. 

To this can be added the strident anti-immigrant 
signals coming from members of the government, the 
List Pim Fortuyn, the right-wing liberal VVD and the 
media, still in shock from the unforeseen rise of Fortuyn 
in early 2002, which now emphasise the problems of 
immigration in a bid to to appear “objective”. 

The result has been a tangible heightening of racial 
friction exemplified by a recent case in which police 
arrested two boys aged 15 and 16 after a magazine 
interview. The two had proclaimed in the interview that 
“throwing a Molotov cocktail at a Turkish coffee house is 
Ok” and that “it’s impossible to send all foreigners back 
so killing them, as Hitler did, is an option”. 

Schools, youth workers and anti-fascists now face a 
big challenge of keeping young people out of the hands 
of the fascist parties. 
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From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 
More of the same 
ACCORDING TO AUSTRIANS, only cabbage is good 


reheated. Perhaps inspired by this aphorism, 
conservative Chancellor Wolfgang Schiissel has 
reheated his love for the extreme right-wing Freedom 
Party (FPO) and renewed his coalition with it. 

But the pan must have been on a low light because it 
took Schiissel no fewer than 96 days of negotiation with 
the Social Democrats and Greens before he opted for a 
cheap deal with the FPO, the very same party that had 
sparked last summer's governmental crisis and forced 
new elections. 

Three years ago, most conservative Austrians hoped 
and believed that the new right-wing government would 
reform the administration and the tax and pension 
systems but, apart from a little tinkering and a 
few cosmetic changes, nothing really happened. 
The current mood was summed up by the chief editor 
of the conservative daily Die Presse when he said the 
new government would be “more of the same, only a 
bit worse”. 

The last time a government was fashioned out of 
gluing the FPO to the conservative OVP the European 
Union downgraded its relations with the Austrian 
government. This time, however, there has not been a 
single official declaration from Brussels. 

This does not mean that everyone abroad is happy 
with the present state of affairs in Vienna. For example, 
Schiissel invited the heads of government in those of 
Austria's neighbouring states that are about to join the 
EU to come to Vienna for talks the day before he formed 
the new government. They all refused. 

Generally, however, protest at the new coalition has 
been muted in comparison with 2000, when Schiissel’s 
new government had to cross the few metres to the 
President's building by an underground passage 
because there were so many demonstrators in front of 
the building. This time, the numbers were far lower and 
they were met by Schiissel supporters, shouting 
“Wolfgang, Wolfgang”, who would not have dared show 
their faces three years ago. 

Nominating Benito-Ferrero Waldner to the post of 
Foreign Minister, President Thomas Klestil made a 
Freudian slip by referring to her on live television as 
“Benito”, so reminding the Austrian public that her 
parents named her in honour of the Italian fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini. 

Schiissel’s previous coalition government had 16 
members; the new one has 18. They include the little 
known 34-year-old nephew of the governor of Lower 
Austria, who becomes Minister for Agricultural Affairs, 
and Ursula Haubner, elder sister of the former FPO 
leader Jorg Haider, as Secretary of State for Social Affairs. 
Predictably, the new government will be reactionary, 
hing social spending and continuing its war against 


those on low incomes. But it will buy fighter planes — 
much more important for a right-wing government than 
health and social welfare. Some malcontents believe this 
is because there are fat bribes to be had. 

Expressing its less than full confidence in Schtissel’s 
resprayed government, the conservative daily Kurier has 
advised its readers to renounce any income above 
£10,000 a year so as not to pay tax, to sell their cars 
quickly — the prices of petrol and licences are set to rise — 
and to order new passports and identity cards, because 
they are among the many items that will cost more. 

A recent opinion poll shows that the new coalition is 
not popular: 72% believe it is not best possible 
government and 80% think it does not reflect the will of 
the voters. 

The government has declared that it will help the 
countries that are about to join the EU but, only three 
days after the government was formed, Hubert Gorbach, 
the FPO Infrastructure Minister, threatened to veto this 
if the EU does not find an answer to the problem of 
heavy lorries crossing Austria. 

Haider, who remains Austria’s top right-wing 
extremist, has promised not to trouble the government 
but Austrians know what his promises are worth. 
His non-aggression pledge was shown to be 
meaningless when he attacked Schiissel at a meeting in 
a beer hall on 5 March, foreshadowing many new 
internal conflicts in the coalition. 

It is notable that the government's programme 
promises help to the “old Austrian minority” in central, 
east and southeast Europe. This is a serious concern 
as it is directed at German-speaking extreme right- 
wing elements in these regions. Austria is investing a 
fortune in the Viennese Haus der Heimat, where the 
extreme right can hold conferences on topics such 
as “from Benes to Sharon”. Even before the formation 
of the coalition, Elisabeth Gehrer, the OVP Minister of 
Science, nominated some extreme right-wingers for 
membership of University councils. 

In addition, on the anniversary of the German 
occupation of Austria,the OVP will open an exhibition in 
honour of Leopold Kunschak, one of its former leaders, 
who boasted in December 1945, despite the fact that he 
was not a friend of the Nazis, that he had been an 
antisemite his whole life. 

On the other shore of the right-wing swamp, Andreas 
Mélzer, chief editor of the Vienna weekly Zur Zeit, has 
suggested that his rag become the official publication of 
the FPO. This is a cynical ploy seeing that a cartoon strip 
in a very recent edition showed two pigs called to an 
FPO trough by Haider. The two then enjoy a lot of money 
from the trough before, in the final frame, defecating 
into it. 

The FPO has yet to comment. 
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Alfio Bernabei 


Antisemitism greets media 
appointment 


ONLY HOURS after the nomination of Paolo Mieli to the 
board of directors of Rai, Italy’s state-run radio and television 
network, the fascists rushed out to make their position clear 
and grab the headlines. Graffiti spelling out “Mieli raus” and 
“Rai must remain Italian, no to the Jews” were sprayed on 
the walls of the corporation building in central Milan. 

The boost that fascists have received from the current 
government is producing a revival of antisemitism not seen 
since the end of the Second World War. Silvio Berlusconi, a 
Mussolini admirer, and former member of the subversive 
Masonic organisation P2, has brought into his Cabinet the 
National Alliance party headed by Gianfranco Fini, who 
inherited the legacy of Mussolini’s Salo Republic, and the 
racist Northern League headed by Umberto Bossi. He has 
also made electoral pacts with the Italian Social Movement 
Tricolour Flame, the fascist party headed by Pino Rauti, who 
has faced several trials on terrorism charges. 

Mieli is a Jew. A five-pointed star and a swastika were 
sprayed on the wall next to his name as well as the logo of 
the Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR). This is the terrorist 
movement that in the late 1970s was often described as 
the armed wing of Roberto Fiore’s Third Position. Members 
of the NAR, such as Francesca Mambro and Giusva 
Fioravanti, were found guilty of the bombing that killed 85 
people at Bologna railway station in August 1980. 

In the past few years Fiore, who fled from justice in Italy 
and made a fortune in London, has set up Forza Nuova and 
turned it into the largest fascist base in Europe. 
Antisemitism is rampant among its members. The Forza 
Nuova website suggests that just as “Rothchilds” made a 
fortune by using pigeons to send false messages to the City 
of London about the outcome of the battle of Waterloo, 
planes rather than pigeons were used to strike the Twin 
Towers to benefit the “Jewish lobby”. In common with many 
other fascists, it claims that thousands of Jews did not go 
to work on the day the planes struck because they had 
received prior warning to stay at home. 

Less blatantly antisemitic but perhaps even more 
dangerous, because of the increasing support it gets in 
sections of the media, is Forza Nuova’s insistence that 
Christianity is the only rightful religion of Italy and the rest 
of Europe. “Judeo-Christianity in reality does not exist”, 
Fiore writes, “they are two doctrines and philosophies that 
have been in open contradiction for 2000 years. Forza 
Nuova believes that “Christianity is the core value of 
Europe, together with those aspects of civilisation founded 
solely in the Graeco-Roman tradition”. 

Not surprisingly perhaps, given the current cultural and 
political climate, the Roman daily /| Tempo branded the 
appointment of Mieli, who later resigned, as an indication 
that important posts were given to people not belonging 
to “Catholic sensibility and culture”, i.e. Jewish people. 
Yasha Reibman, a spokesperson for the Jewish community 
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in Milan, commented that such remarks were perhaps even 
worse than the antisemitic graffiti: “We are worried by the 
new climate of intolerance and lack of respect,” he said 
“Once more people are treated in a certain way only 
because they are Jews’.” 

The composition of the new board at Rai drew criticism 
from the Association of the Victims of the Bologna Bombing 
over the inclusion of Marcello Veneziani, who is close to 
Fini’s National Alliance. Only last December Veneziani 
chose to take part in an event featuring Mambro, who has 
been released from prison. Mambro has admitted taking 
part in a number of killings, including those of judges and 
policemen, but so far has not acknowledged her 
responsibility for planting the Bologna bomb. 

The Victims’ Association declared that a man prepared 
to support an event attended by a fascist murderer should 
not be given such an important post at a public institution 
such as Rai. 

Veneziani was not much bothered by the criticism. 
He enjoys Fini’s support and that is what really matters. 
Nor did he show much interest in the antisemitic graffiti. 
Echoing the remarks of a leading member of the Northern 
League who described the swastikas as a good “launching 
pad” for Mieli, who can thus enjoy the “publicity of the 
persecuted”, Veneziani dismissed the graffiti as the work of 
an imbecile who has nothing to do with fascism. 

Fini’s fascist influence played a part in another episode. Last 
month the right-wing mayor of Bologna chose to send a 
member of the National Alliance to represent the town on the 
board of the Peace School set up near Marzabotto to 
commemorate the victims of a Nazi massacre. In 1944 over 
900 civilians were taken from their homes and killed. Relatives 
of the victims expressed their indignation in a statement that 
read: “The German president Johannes Rau has come to this 
town to apologise for what happened. But Fini’s National 
Alliance party has never apologised for the fascists who helped 
the Germans to track down the victims.” 

Their protest fell on deaf ears. Fini, far from 
acknowledging the part played by his old masters in the 
massacre, was probably savouring a new step forward in 
the rehabilitation of fascism. 

The major of Marzabotto has now joined those who are 
putting pressure on the government to start an inquiry 
about why the 695 files containing details of Nazi and 
Fascist crimes remain unopened. The files were found in 
1994 in a so-called “cupboard of shame” hidden in an 
Army judicial centre in Rome. No one seems to be in a hurry 
to make their content public. 
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20 years ago 
April 1983 
THE PROOF AT LAST 
WEDid Six Million Really Die’ 3 
Be ie 
ere Bad day for the 
BG _ In Frankfurt, recently the legendary 62 Group & ¢ British inks oft A 
be IN THE Yete courT eesdeins ti rigs released nazi terrorist : : 
= aha Michael Kihnen has 
launched a new 


organisation to be known 
as the National Socialist 
Action Front/National 
Activists. 

Kiihnen was gaoled in 
1979 after a judge 
described him as the main 
force behind a neo-nazi 
ee terror group. Inevitably, 

Bet sles Wt Ss Seam mas while imprisoned he 
ta tbe Ne Wea Comer Menten oxpeeed penned his own personal 
Mein Kampf, and is now 
trying to re-establish himself as a latter-day Fuhrer. 

His new group has about 50 members and is initially intended to 
unite the fragmented nazi cells in Frankfurt, former members of the 
now banned VSBD and Hoffman group, and Kiihnen’s own ANS in 
Hamburg. 

Kuhnen’s second-in-command is Arndt Heinz Marx, formerly 
involved with Walthar Kexel’s Frankfurt terror cell and a contact of 
the League of St George. 

After a founding parade in mid-January his new group took to the } 4 
streets again weeks later to commemorate the 50th anniversary of : ih 
Hitler’s seizure of power in 1933. f , 
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10 years ago 
April 1993 


‘Séarchiight 
One year ago, on 16 i % @ 
March 1992, Henrik ’ a &® é 
Christensen, a Danish fr Sat ( ae x *Y 
anti-fascist, was murdered = 
by a fascist parcel bomb. [6 ae N\ go 
His assailants are still Bey oie 4 
unknown and the crime ach 4 What's lurking in the BNP’s closet? 
remains unsolved. ‘ Alan Winder’s racist robes 

The case remains open 
and the police are still 
seeking information. 

2 : E Maybe they should start 
THE ONLY SOLUTION" looking further afield: 
to Sweden or Germany, 
where Kerstin Winter, an 
= anti-fascist from Freiburg, 
was murdered under similar conditions in January 1993. 

So far the Danish police appear not to have noticed or have 
ignored the similarities between the two killings, even though they 
routinely receive information on politically motivated crimes in 
neighbouring countries. 

Yet the “German connection” could provide crucial clues to Henrik 
Christensen’s murder, because of the close collaboration between 
some German neo-nazis and their Danish counterparts. 

When police ransacked the offices of the Nationalistische Front 
at the end of November last year, they found a death list containing 
the name of the Sozialistische Arbeitergruppe, sister group to 
Henrik Christensen’s organisation, the International Socialists. 
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